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mesa az City Council Report

Date: April 23, 2009

To: City Council

Through:  Kari Kent, Deputy City Manager

From: Ray Villa Neighborhood Services Director

Subject: FY 2009-10 Human Services Funding Recommendations

Purpose and Recommendation

The purpose of this report is to seek direction from the City Council on Human Services
funding allocations. City staff and the Human Services Board (HSAB) have made their
funding recommendations and they are on the attached spreadsheet. The
recommendations made by the HSAB are slightly different from staff recommendations,
and are presented as alternatives for the Council’'s consideration. The allocations are
based on utilizing general funds in the amount of $511,895 and funds collected through
the City’s ABC: A Better Community (ABC) Utility Donation program in the amount of
$75,600 for a total amount of $587,495 to fund human service programs for Mesa
residents.

Background

Since the 1970’s, the City of Mesa has allocated general funds to human service
agencies providing programs to Mesa residents. Funds were used to support program
operations that serve individuals and families experiencing homelessness, who are
victims of domestic violence, elderly, and disabled, in poverty or crisis, and at-risk youth.

The City of Mesa has adopted the Community Safety Support Investment Model. The
model guides our efforts to use limited human services resources to ensure the safety
of our community and residents. Agencies offering programs assisting people with basic
needs apply for this funding through a competitive process each year.

Nonprofit agencies seeking funds for human service programs are required to go
through a competitive application process. This is done simultaneously with the City’s
federal funding allocation process. Nonprofit agencies also received technical
assistance to enable them to provide accurate information for review of their application.
City staff and the HSAB reviewed 22 program applications and conducted numerous
site visits to determine program success and sustainability. Agencies were invited to



attend the March19, 2009 HSAB meeting to provide additional information about their
programs.

Discussion

The staff recommendations are based on a 30% reduction of general funds. This also
includes a reduction in ABC funding due to declining donations.

The HSAB provided two recommendations to the Council. The first is based on the
same general fund allocation as 2008/09 with reduced ABC funding, and the second is
a 30% reduction in general funds and ABC funding.

The difference between the HSAB recommendations and the staff recommendations
are as follows:

The HSAB recommended funding East Valley Senior Service’s (EVSS) Retired Seniors
Volunteer Program (RSVP) for $2,500; Assistance for Independent Living/Caring Corp
for $2,500; and Home Delivered Meals Program $17,999. Staff recommendations
propose funding Mesa’s Boys & Girls Club Teen Center for $11,590 and not funding the
EVSS RSVP and Assistance for Independent Living/Caring Corp, which were not
funded in FY2008-09.

Alternatives
1. Accept staff recommended funding levels with a 30% decrease. Programs
recommended by staff will provide Mesa residents basic services needed during

crisis.

2. Accept HSAB recommended funding levels with a 30% decrease or with level
funding for agencies.

3. Revise funding recommendations. The City Council may choose to revise any or
all of the recommended amounts for any agency.

Fiscal Impact

The staff's funding recommendations are based on the following funding:

Fund Type FY2008-09 FY2009-10
General Funds $731,278 $511,895
ABC: A Better Community $108,000 $75,600
TOTAL Human Services Funding | $839,278 $587,495




Coordinated With

The HSAB provided recommendations to staff at their meeting on March 19, 2009 with
revisions made during the April 13, 2009 special meeting. Agencies requesting funding
were invited to attend both meetings to provide additional information to assist the
Board in making their recommendations.

C / \ Coarolin 2O Sonv

LisaWitso Carolyn Olson

Human Servnces Coordmator Housing & Revitalization Director
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Ray Villa — Karolyn Kent

Neighborhood Services Director Deputy City Manager
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