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Planned for Mesa’s emerging Fiesta 
District, aquaterra will feature more than 
430 urban lofts, including studios, one-, 
two- and three-bedroom condominiums, 
sprawling penthouses and functional 
work/live units when the development is 
unveiled this fall. Pricing for the residences 
range from the $180s to more than $900,000. 

A central plaza with 20,000 square feet 
of shopping, services and dining options 
is another hallmark of the project.   

 More than 20 floor plans have been 
designed by a worldwide leader in creating 

living environments that make intelligent 
use of three-dimensional space. While 
each residential unit’s balcony enclosure 
appears to be colored glass, it will actually 
be part of a glass-wall railing system that 
shades the unit below from the sun. 

The project takes the concept of amenities 
to a whole new level: residents will enjoy 
the rooftop pool, surrounding cabanas, a 
wine tasting room, chef’s kitchen, state-of-
the art equipment in the workout facility, 
petite spa, DVD and video game library, 
private theater and business center. 

aquaterra

Facts
n 	 Six-story, 430 units; studio, 

1-, 2- and 3-bedroom 

options, located in the vibrant 

Mesa Fiesta District.

n 	 Chic lofts and functional 

live/work units, from the 

$180s to $900s, designed by 

internationally recognized 

architect Thomas Roszak.

n  Fresh contemporary, high-

end design, with workout 

facility, pool, upscale 

boutiques and restaurants.

n	 Smart living with LEED 

Certification

For more information, contact 

aquaterra, 1130 West Grove Ave., 

Suite 112, Mesa, at  

info@aquaterramesa.com,  

(480) 890-1038, or 

www.aquaterramesa.com.
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Established in 1892 by A.T. 
Still, the founder of osteopathy, 
ATSU began as the nation’s 
first college of osteopathic 
medicine and has evolved 
into a leading university of 
health sciences. ATSU’s Arizona 
Campus is home to three 
graduate schools: Arizona 
School of Health Sciences, 
School of Osteopathic Medicine 
in Arizona, and Arizona School 
of Dentistry & Oral Health, the 
state’s first dental school.

ATSU educates students 
as competent whole-person 
healthcare professionals who 
continuously develop and 
demonstrate compassion, 
integrity and ability. This 
commitment to students, 
and by extension, to 
future patients, makes 
ATSU the most distinctive, 
and perhaps the most 
important, health sciences 
university in the country.

Employing 400 staff and 
educating 2,000 students, 
the University sustains 
a multi-million-dollar 
economic impact. ATSU’s 
investment in experienced 
faculty and state-of-the-art 
technology contribute to its 
reputation as one of the best 
multidisciplinary healthcare 

educators in the nation. 
Specifically, ATSU is recognized 
as one of America’s preeminent 
centers of excellence in geriatric 
health, intergenerational 
healthcare, rural practice 
methodologies, and applied 
wellness education.

Arizona State University’s 
Polytechnic campus has 
nearly 8,800 students enrolled 
in courses and more than 
40 degree programs. The 
following schools/colleges 
are represented: College of 
Technology and Innovation; 
School of Applied Arts & 
Sciences; Morrison School 
of Management and 
Agribusiness; and School 
of Educational Innovation 
and Teacher Preparation.

“ASU’s Polytechnic campus 
is proud to be formulating a 
new academic environment 
at a time when technological 
change is the engine that 
drives the local and national 
economies,” said Albert 
McHenry, vice president 
and executive vice provost. 
“The polytechnic education 
at this campus emphasizes 
professional and technological 
programs that engage 
students through project-
oriented and problem-based 
learning, preparing them to 
move directly into careers 
and positions of leadership.”

Polytechnic programs 
require top-notch facilities and 
labs. Among the university’s 
peerless facilities are flight 
simulators, altitude chambers, 

high-tech green houses, 
plant-made pharmaceutical 
manufacturing operations, 
digital printing equipment, 
the Microelectronic Teaching 
Factory, consumer behavior 
labs and three-dimensional 
imaging technology.

 

A.T. Still University

Facts
n �	 More than a century 

of academic 

excellence — as the 

founding school of 

Osteopathic Medicine.

n	 20,000-plus 

compassionate 

physicians, dentists 

and allied health 

graduates dedicated 

to whole-person 

healthcare — one 

life at a time.

n � 	Teaming technology 

and innovation with 

healthcare education 

— “technovation.”  

For more information, 

contact A.T. Still 

University at  

www.atsu.edu. 

ASU Polytechnic Campus

Facts
n	 Building creativity 

and innovation 

through progressive, 

applied approaches 

to learning.

n	 Enrolling nearly 

8,800 students and 

offering more than 40 

bachelor’s, master’s 

and Ph.D. degrees. 
n	 Approximately 

500 employees.

For more information, 

contact Arizona State 

University Polytechnic 

campus at (480) 727-

3278 or poly@asu.edu. 

The campus is located 

at 7001 E. Williams Field 

Road, Mesa, AZ 85212 

www.poly.asu.edu.
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n	 Banner Baywood 
Medical Center

	 6644 E. Baywood Avenue

	 Mesa, AZ 85206

	 (480) 321-2000

n	 Banner Children’s Hospital at
	 Banner Desert Medical Center
	 1400 S. Dobson Road

	 Mesa, AZ  85202

	 (480) 512-KIDS (5437)

n	 Banner Desert Medical Center
	 1400 S. Dobson Road

	 Mesa, AZ  85202

	 (480) 512-3000

n	 Banner Gateway Medical Center
	 1900 N. Higley Road

	 Gilbert, Arizona 85234

	 (480) 543-2000

n	 Banner Heart Hospital
	 6750 E. Baywood Ave.

	 Mesa, AZ 85207

	 (480) 854-5000

Whether you’re a business, an individual 
or a family, health care is a top priority. 
Moving to a new area means many changes, 
and when it comes to health care you 
shouldn’t have to compromise. Fortunately, 
in Mesa, Banner Health has you covered.

As the leading nonprofit health-care 
provider in Arizona, Banner Health has several 
options in and near Mesa to choose from. 
They are: Banner Baywood Medical Center; 
Banner Children’s Hospital at Banner Desert 
Medical Center; Banner Desert Medical 
Center; Banner Gateway Medical Center; 
and Banner Heart Hospital. From the most 
complex medical procedure to the simple 
joy of motherhood, these Banner facilities 
provide outstanding health care in safe, 
attractive and healing environments.

Banner Baywood Medical Center recently 
expanded to meet the community’s 
growing needs. The comprehensive care 
provider offers a dedicated Stroke Unit 
as well as inpatient rehabilitation at the 
John J. Rhodes Rehabilitation Institute.

Banner Children’s Hospital at Banner Desert 

Medical Center is a kid-friendly hospital 
that provides children the special care they 
need - treating everything from pediatric 
emergencies to chronic childhood illnesses.

Banner Desert Medical Center is the largest 
and most comprehensive Banner Hospital 
in Mesa. Banner Desert’s areas of excellence 
include high-risk pregnancy and neonatal 
care, obstetrics and gynecology, cardiology, 
oncology, surgery and emergency medicine.

Banner Gateway is Banner Health’s 
newest and most technologically advanced 
hospital. It serves women and children, 
as well as families in every stage of life.

Banner Heart Hospital is a Solucient 
Top 100 Hospital and is often the 
first in the state to perform leading 
edge heart care treatments.

So, no matter what your health care needs, 
there is a Banner Health facility nearby to 
ensure you are getting the best care delivered 
by the best people. Banner’s mission is to 
make a difference in people’s lives through 
excellent patient care, and in Mesa you can 
rest assured that Banner is doing just that.

BANNER HEALTH
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FACTS
n �	 More than 25,000 students 

attend MCC each semester. 

n	 MCC employs 350 full-time 

faculty, 25 percent of whom 

hold a doctorate degree. 

n	 Recently presented the 

prestigious Council for Higher 

Education Accreditation 

Award for Institutional 

Progress in Student Learning 

Outcomes, recognizing 

MCC for its outstanding 

achievement in assessing 

student-learning outcomes. 

For more information about 

MCC Campus at Southern and 

Dobson roads, call (480) 461-

7000; MCC Campus at Red 

Mountain, 7110 E. McKellips 

Road, call (480) 654-7200; or 

go to www.mc.maricopa.edu.

Mesa community college
Excellence in teaching and learning to 

prepare individuals for active citizenship 
in a global society are at the heart of Mesa 
Community College’s mission. Since 1965, 
MCC has touched the lives of thousands 
of community members through its 
exceptional transfer, career and technical, 
and community education programs. 

Exceedingly qualified faculty provide 
students access to the latest theory and 
practice in their fields of study. MCC 
faculty embrace research activities and 
professional development experiences 
outside the classroom to add to the 
rich knowledge base they bring to their 
students. In addition, interdisciplinary 
collaboration and experiences gained 
through study abroad, field trips, and 
internships provide students with a deeper 
understanding of how their field of study 
connects to the world around them. 

“At MCC, the educational experience 
goes beyond the classroom and into the 
community,” said Bernie Ronan, acting 
president. Service learning programs 
encourage community involvement and help 
clarify a student’s career choice. Award-
winning performing arts programs and 
nationally ranked athletic teams provide 
opportunities to excel outside the classroom. 

Passion for improving the quality of life 
in the community we serve is evident in the 
partnerships we forge. “The Rose Garden 
at MCC’s Southern and Dobson campus 
visibly demonstrates our commitment to 
partnerships with our community,” Ronan 
said. In 1997, MCC partnered with the Mesa 
East Valley Rose Society to create a Rose 
Garden at the campus’s north entrance. 
Ten years later, it is the largest rose garden 
in the desert Southwest and is one of 
26 test gardens nationwide for the All-
America Rose Selections association.

Educational partnerships with Mesa Public 
Schools, Northern Arizona University and 
MCC are helping to make the state’s P-20 
concept for education a reality. The creation 
of a P-20 Education Center in the heart of 
downtown Mesa demonstrates the college’s 
commitment to providing smooth transitions 
from preschool to Ph.D. for the benefit of 
the students and community we serve.
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In keeping with its founders’ priorities, 
the City of Mesa, along with its families 
and local businesses, continues to 
keep education on the front burner. 
Throughout the years, innovative thinking 
has resulted in creative options.

Citywide, 73,000 students and 11,000 
full- and part-time staff fill 87 schools 
during traditional school hours. Students 
can also engage in non-traditional 
coursework through other means.

“Mesa Public Schools (MPS) is a 
leader in educational choice, providing 
families with options for traditional 
neighborhood and focus schools, 
homeschooling and online coursework, 
and adult education,” explained Kathy 
Bareiss, director of community relations. 
“And our state-certified teachers work 
with curriculum specialists to develop 
K through 12 programs in each subject 
area to exceed state standards.”

In addition to traditional curriculum, 
elementary students may attend a 
Montessori program, Franklin “back-
to-basics” school, an arts-focused or 
online program. Students in grades 
four through eight can attend the new 
Mesa Academy for Advanced Studies, 
offering challenging, in-depth global 

themes, such as foreign languages.
Two junior highs and two high schools 

are “focus schools,” with innovative 
career-oriented programs and on-the-job 
training in addition to core requirements.

“Mesa Public Schools enjoy all the 
benefits of a large school district, but with 
a small town feel,” said Bareiss. “There’s a 
lot of support from parents, teachers, the 
business community and local colleges.”

Parents serve as classroom and 
fundraising volunteers and education 
advocates. The staff continues raising 
the educational bar and businesses 
support targeted initiatives. Area colleges, 
universities and high-tech institutes share 
resources to enhance academic options.

“The schools unite the community,” 
said Bareiss. “We work together because 
we’re all serving the same public.”

MPS students compete well 
nationally and statewide. Among 

other awards and accolades, Education 
Week magazine reported that MPS 
held the eighth best graduation rate 
among large districts nationwide.

“It all goes back to community 
support,” Bareiss said. “It’s a clear-cut 
benefit to the students in our schools.”

FACTS
n �	 Mesa Public Schools is the 

largest district in Arizona 

and the 39th largest in the 

nation, serving 73,000 

students in kindergarten 

through high school. 

n �	 The district has 58 

elementaries, 13 junior 

highs, seven high schools 

and nine focus schools. 

n �	 11,000 full- and part-

time employees. 

For more information, contact 

Mesa Public Schools,   

63 E. Main St., No. 101, Mesa, 

(480) 472-0000, info@mpsaz.

org or www.mpsaz.org.

Mesa Public Schools
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East Valley employers have 
the opportunity to “home-
grow” their future workforce in 
partnership with the East Valley 
Institute of Technology (EVIT), 
a joint technological school 
district serving students from 
10 East Valley school districts. 
EVIT students trade high-
school electives for training in 
a key area of focus every school 
day. EVIT offers 40 programs of 
study, including Health Science 
And Nursing. A high-school 
student can earn 42 college 
credits and test for a practical 
nurse license in two years.

All program curricula are 
highly influenced by local 
employers who serve EVIT 
on advisory groups and in 
board memberships. For 
example, EVIT’s Automotive 
Technologies board has 
representatives from all 30 
area car dealerships. Local 
employers can even customize 
an EVIT course that trains 
students specifically to their 
organizations’ needs. 

For details on how students 
and employers can “Learn it! 
Live it! EVIT!” call (480) 461-

4000 or visit www.evit.com.
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East Valley employers have 
the opportunity to “home-
grow” their future workforce in 
partnership with the East Valley 
Institute of Technology (EVIT), 
a joint technological school 
district serving students from 
10 East Valley school districts. 
EVIT students trade high-
school electives for training in 
a key area of focus every school 
day. EVIT offers 40 programs of 
study, including health science 
and nursing. A high-school 
student can earn 42 college 
credits and test for a practical 
nurse license in two years.

All program curricula are 
highly influenced by local 
employers who serve EVIT on 
advisory groups and in board 
memberships. For example, 
EVIT’s Automotive Technologies 
board has representatives from 
all 30 area car dealerships. 
Local employers can even 
customize an EVIT course that 
trains students specifically to 
their organizations’ needs. 

For details on how students 

and employers can “Learn it! 
Live it! EVIT!” call (480) 461-
4000 or visit www.evit.com.

East Valley  
Institute of Technology

METRO is the nonprofit 
public corporation responsible 
for planning, building and 
operating the Valley’s light 
rail system. In addition to 
the 20-mile starter line that 
will open in December 2008, 
six high-capacity transit 
corridors are being planned 
that may include light-rail 
extension lines. In Mesa, that 
includes 2.7 miles of new 
transit service extending 
from the transit center at 
Sycamore and Main streets.

Mesa is one of three Valley 
cities that will offer light rail 
service. METRO is building 
a premier regional light rail 
system to enhance mobility 
and strengthen the economic 
health of our community.  

METRO and its partnering 
cities support transit-oriented 
development, which allows 
people to drive their cars 
less by making public transit, 
walking and bike riding 
convenient and easy to 
access. That’s accomplished 
by encouraging mixed-use 
development in proximity 
to transit stops and by 
improving connections among 
different transit modes.

METRO

Facts
n � �Arizona’s first joint 

technological school 

district (JTED) serving 

10 school districts.

n � �40 occupation-

specific programs.

n � �64 percent of 

EVIT students go 

on to college.

For more information, 

contact the East Valley 

Institute of Technology, 

1601 West Main St., Mesa, 

at (480) 461-4000, 

publicrelations@evit.

com or www.evit.com

Facts
n � �The $1.4 billion, 20-

mile METRO light rail 

system will open for 

passenger operation 

in December 2008. 

The system will have 

28 stations and eight 

park-and-rides.

n � �26,000 boardings are 

expected in the first 

year. Travel between 

downtown Phoenix 

and downtown 

Tempe will take 21 

minutes, Tempe to 

Mesa 23 minutes.

n � �Planning is underway 

for future high-

capacity transit 

corridors along I-10 

West, in Central Mesa, 

South Tempe and 

Northwest Phoenix.

For more information, 

contact METRO at 

(602) 254-RAIL or 

 www.MetroLightRail.org.

East Valley Institute of Technology
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Efficiency, and patient and physician 
satisfaction serve as watchwords for Mesa’s 
new Mountain Vista Medical Center, a 
full-service community hospital, which 
opened July 23, 2007. The 178-bed hospital 
features all private rooms and state-of-the-
art medical equipment and technology.

Employing 400 skilled health care 
personnel, Mountain Vista supports Mesa 
as a for-profit hospital paying property, 
income, and sales taxes. It also provides a 
highly engineered facility designed from 
the ground up for efficient health care.

 “To be competitive, we had to design 
an efficient operational chassis,” said CEO 
Kelly H. Adams. “The facility’s operative 
focus is to provide customer service to 

patients and physicians in a way never 
before available in the East Valley.”

“Patients will be impressed with our 
staff’s competency, the food quality, and 
our rooms’ comfort. Every room has a flat-
screen TV, Internet access, even specially 
designed bed headboards allowing easy 
access for caregivers,” Adams said.

Caregivers also benefit from effective, 
accessible electronics. Mountain Vista’s 
physician-friendly computer system allows 
immediate access to imaging, patient 
charts, and other vital information from 
anywhere in the hospital, even remotely.

Operating room design, with a 
central operating core facilitating quick 
equipment access, helps decrease 
turnaround times. Physicians subsequently 
wait less between patients and can 
treat more people each day.

The 30-bay emergency room 
(ER), outfitted with equipment 
usually found in separate areas of a 
hospital, allows faster treatment. 

Drug prescription errors are 
reduced through a computerized 
system that verifies nurse badges and 
fingerprints, and connects to the on-
site pharmacy. The facility’s pneumatic 
tube system expedites drug delivery. 

Even the building is efficient. Its 
handsome, E2-coated, exterior glass 

and glazing decreases internal cooling 
costs. A computerized air-handling 
system allows the temperature in 
every room to be remotely controlled, 
or shut down when not in use. 

FACTS
n	 Mountain Vista Medical Center  

offers 24-hour emergency care.

n	 Services: Advanced technology 

for diagnosing a wide 

variety of health conditions, 

comprehensive heart care, 

birthing center and women’s 

health services, state-of-the-art 

surgical technology and mental 

health services for senior adults.

n	 Outpatient Services: Pain 

management and wound 

care, physical therapy, lab, 

diagnostic imaging, among  

many other outpatient services.

For more information, contact 

Mountain Vista Medical Center, 

1301 S. Crismon Road, Mesa, 

at (480) 358-6100 or go to 

www.mvmedicalcenter.com.

Mountain Vista Medical Center
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Work

M
esa continues to offer 
the whole package.

Boosted by a nearly 60 
percent surge in population 

since 1990, Mesa is Arizona’s third largest 
city. A combination of good local jobs, 
commitment to high-quality education 
and a family-friendly, laid-back lifestyle 
continues to attract residents to Mesa. 

Business attitude
Business opportunities abound for those 

new residents. In fact, in 2006 Entrepreneur 
magazine named the Phoenix-Mesa area as 
the best U.S. city to start and grow a business. 
The magazine cites the continued exodus 
of California residents relocating to more 

affordable Western states as a prime factor 
in the Valley’s continued growth. Mesa’s 
business-friendly attitude has helped it attract 
a significant number of new businesses. Add 
that to plenty of available land, particularly in 
east Mesa, and an educated work force (nearly 
60,000 Mesa adults hold at least a bachelor’s 
degree) and you have a winning combination 
for a city poised for its next round of growth.

Smart growth
Mesa has eight business corridors or 

centers throughout the city’s planning area 
of approximately 170 square miles. These 
corridors are: Mesa Riverview; Union Pacific; 
Fiesta on the west side; the downtown 
area; Superstition Freeway West; the Falcon 

Field district; Superstition Freeway East; and 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport corridor on 
Mesa’s east end. These economic activity 
centers host about 70 percent of the city’s 
jobs and 66 percent of the city’s businesses.

Nearly all are at important junctures in their 
development, City Manager Chris Brady said.

“The Riverview development is significant, 
not just for the retail component, but 
also for the proposed offices and hotel 
space that will be developed,” Brady said. 
“The entire area will serve as a strong 
anchor for both jobs and retail sales.”

The Fiesta area, anchored by Fiesta 
Mall, features the 27,000-student Mesa 
Community College campus and the 
Banner Desert Medical Center. Brady says 
city officials and private developers are 
reviewing suggestions on revitalization 
projects to “rebrand the area and put 
together public and private improvements 
to strengthen the business corridor as a 
continued attraction for retail shopping.”

Fiesta Mall has completed significant 
interior improvements, with exterior 
updating to be completed in 2008.

Expanding opportunities
Brady foresees proposals for major 

development along the Loop 202 as 
that freeway expansion is completed 
in 2008. “The major freeway systems 
in Mesa are probably superior to most 
other parts of the Valley,” Brady said. 
“This gives us a significant advantage.”

A light-rail system will be operational 
in Mesa in late 2008, helping to 
contribute to cleaner air and reducing 
the number of cars on the freeways.

Whether it’s for a visit, a business 
opportunity or a lifetime, now is a 
good time to consider Mesa.

BY KIm HILL

Mesa welcomes business
City’s business-friendly environment 
sparks interest and growth

Industrial centers at Broadway and Dobson roads, along Mesa’s western border.
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F
ifteen minutes. Flat. Door to door, 
if you stick to the freeways (and 
don’t try it at rush hour), drivers 
can get from Sky Harbor Airport 

to downtown Mesa in 15 minutes.
“That’s just one example of the ease of 

transportation available to businesses in 
Mesa,” City Manager Chris Brady said. 

Infrastructure is in place
“People and businesses want to 

move to Mesa,” he said, “and one of the 
reasons is the highway infrastructure.”

Of course, Mesa also boasts its own airports. 
There’s Falcon Field and recently renamed 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway, both of which serve 
private and executive aircraft. Commercial 
services at Gateway are expanding.

Vision Air offers service to Las Vegas, and 
Allegiant Air is now offering service 
to Bellingham, Wash.; Billings, 
Mt.; Stockton, Calif. and Peoria, 
Ill. Silver State Helicopters offers 
services to Sky Harbor Airport 
and throughout the state.

Public transportation is available 
throughout Mesa, with Valley Metro 
running buses Monday through 
Saturday and six park-and-ride 
sites around the city. Valley Metro 
provides local circulators and 
shuttle services throughout Mesa. 

More options
on the way

Light rail is coming too, 
and will run to west Mesa in December 

2008. An extension is under study along 
with bus-rapid transit options.

Main streets through Mesa 
are broad and well-maintained, 
and traffic moves quickly, even 
through the downtown area. 

“Completion of the 202 Loop 
has been a great assist in moving 
traffic east to west and even 
north and south to the 101,” Brady 
said. “The Superstition Highway 
— Route 60 — runs the entire 
length of the city east to west. 
These highways offer a range of 
efficiency that’s not available to 
most of the other Valley cities.”

BY PATRICIA BATHURST

On the move
Terrific transportation moves Mesa forward

Mesa’s two airports serve both private and executive aircraft.

Albert McHenry, vice 
president and executive vice 
provost, ASU Polytechnic 
and his wife, Annette

Did 
you 
know?
President 
George W. Bush 
was the first 
commercial 
passenger 
to arrive at 
Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway 
Airport in  
May 2001.



22   I Discover Mesa!

The Boeing Company, the largest 
aerospace company in the world and the 
United States’ leading exporter, impacts 
the state economy significantly through 
its Mesa operations. In Arizona, Boeing 
employs 4,500 workers, 90 percent of whom 
work in the Mesa/East Valley developing 
leading-edge, aviation-related technology.

Boeing’s heritage in Mesa started 
with Hughes Aircraft and continues to 
its current status as a Boeing Rotorcraft 
assembly, integration and test facility. Its 
employees develop and produce military 
rotorcraft systems, including 
the AH-64D Apache 
Longbow helicopter. They 
also help develop electrical 
subassemblies for military and 
commercial aircraft, conduct 
high-technology research 
for innovative rotorcraft 
application, and develop 
and integrate advanced 
communication software.

In aerospace development, 
Boeing’s Mesa employees 
also contribute to technology for 
commercial jetliners, electronic and 
defense systems, missiles, rocket engines, 
launch vehicles, and satellites.

According to a recently published report 

by the W.P. Carey School of Business at 
Arizona State University, in 2005, The Boeing 
Company annually added $2.3 billion 
to the Gross State Product, supported 
35,842 jobs across all state sectors, and 
paid wages and benefits of $1.6 billion.

Boeing estimates its workers spend 
$200 million each year on state-produced 
goods and services, and pay more than $34 
million per year in state and local taxes.

Boeing, in turn, supports its employees’ 
continuing education through training and 
tuition reimbursement programs. Nearly half 

of Boeing’s Arizona workers 
are degreed professionals, 
including several hundred 
with advanced degrees. 
This high level of education 
generates a diverse, 
innovative and proactive 
aviation workforce, resulting 
in Boeing’s high-performing 
products. It also helps 
position Boeing in Mesa 
as a technology leader in 
varied market segments, 

from the international space station to the 
individual network-enabled foot soldier.

The company uses its vast array of 
existing and emerging technologies, and 
its high-caliber professional expertise, 

to respond rapidly to customer needs 
and ultimately satisfy customers.

Facts
n	 Services: Builds the AH-64 

Apache helicopter for the U.S. 

Army and 10 international 

customers. Is also a major 

supplier of electrical 

subassemblies for military 

and commercial aircraft.

n	 Impact: Spends more 

than $1 billion annually on 

goods and services from 

Arizona companies. In 

Arizona, Boeing and Boeing 

employees donate more 

than $1.5 million annually to 

community philanthropy.

n	 Employs approximately 4,500 

workers in 11 Arizona locations.

For more information, contact 

The Boeing Company, 5000 

E. McDowell Road, Mesa, at 

(480) 891-3000 or   

www.boeing.com.

The Boeing Company
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Empire Southwest’s roots run deep in the 
Arizona soil. The family-owned business was 
founded in 1950 by Jack Whiteman, who 
was awarded Caterpillar’s Arizona territory 
in 1959. The company began building 
partnerships with the state’s construction 
and mining industries that endure today.

Over the next half century, the company 
grew strong. Arizona’s expanding economy 
and a company culture based on honesty 
and customer service fueled steady 
growth. Today, five divisions operate under 
the corporate name Empire Southwest: 
Machinery, Power Systems, Hydraulic 
Service, Precision Machining and Transport.

John O. Whiteman succeeded his 
father as CEO in the mid-1990s. Under 
his leadership, Empire continued to 
focus on customer service, encouraged 
community involvement among its 
employees, established the official 
Corporate Values and celebrated its 
50th anniversary. Third-generation 
Chairman and CEO Jeffrey S. Whiteman 
took the company reins in early 2002.

Empire currently ranks among the top 
Caterpillar dealers in the world and is the 
sixth largest and third fastest growing, 
privately owned company in Arizona. The 
firm has more than 1,800 employees in a 
territory that includes Arizona, southeastern 
California and portions of northern Mexico. 

Employee benefits set the benchmark for 
the industry and profit sharing encourages 
a sense of pride and ownership. 

Empire’s training programs select and 
develop workers who are renowned 
for their skills and ability to deliver the 
company’s goal of customer service beyond 
expectations. The ThinkBIG Apprentice 
Program offers an earn-while-you-learn 
opportunity to achieve a two-year Associate 
in Applied Science degree from Mesa 
Community College as well as Caterpillar 
Dealer Service Technician credentials. 

“In addition to maintaining strong and 
positive relationships with customers and 
employees, we believe that businesses have 
a fundamental responsibility to enhance 
the communities from which their success 
flows,” Jeff Whiteman said. “At least 2 
percent of Empire’s pre-tax earnings are 
given to local non-profit organizations 
such as Sunshine Acres, Childsplay, Desert 
Botanical Garden, Arizona Museum for 

Youth Friends, Foundation for Blind Children 
and Child Crisis Center of the East Valley.”

Empire Southwest looks forward 
to continuing to assist its customers 
in building the communities in 
which we live, work and play.

Empire Southwest

Facts
n � Services: Empire is the 

authorized Caterpillar 

dealer for equipment 

and engines in Arizona, 

southeastern California 

and portions of Mexico. 

n � They provide parts, service, 

sales and rentals along with 

other key support areas: 

machinery, power systems, 

transport, precision machining 

and hydraulic services. 

n � 1,800 employees enjoy 

excellent pay, training 

opportunities and an 

unsurpassed benefits 

package including health care 

coverage, disability insurance, 

paid holidays, sick leave, 

vacation time and much more. 

For  more information, go 

to www.empire-cat.com.



24   I Discover Mesa!

Rich in history with an eye to the future, 
Falcon Field Airport is home to more than 
70 aviation-related businesses, including 
the Boeing Company and MD Helicopters.

Falcon Field will handle more than 
300,000 flights this year, Airport Director 
Corinne Nystrom said. It is one of the 
busiest general aviation airports in the 
country (a general aviation airport has 
no commercial airline services). 

In terms of economic impact, Falcon 
Field is the third largest airport in Arizona, 
according to a study released in 2004 by 

Arizona Department of Transportation.
Originally opened in 1941 as a base to 

train Royal Air Force pilots, Falcon Field 
was named after the British hunting 
bird. After World War II, Falcon Field 
was turned over to the City of Mesa.

Today, the airport operates two runways 
for air charter services and private jets and 
serves as a home base for more than 900 
aircraft. Falcon Field is home to aviation 

schools, including Regional Academy, 
which trains commercial airline pilots for 
American Airlines, and Air Helicopters, 
which trains helicopter pilots.

Falcon Field has leased 144 of 207 acres 
of land for additional aviation businesses. 

Falcon Field is financially stable, with 
no City of Mesa general funds used. 
Instead, the airport uses approximately 
$1-1.5 million in federal and state grants to 
help fund capital improvements. Falcon 
Field Airport also has 1,256 employees.

“We are definitely in an upward 
trend here,” Nystrom said. “I see that 
continuing for quite a while here.”

Falcon Field Airport

Facts
n � Size: 600 acres; two runways 

serving 300,000 aircraft 

operations (take-offs and 

landings) yearly; seven 

flight training schools; 

94 onsite businesses

n � $30+ million in new projects 

currently either under 

construction or in permitting 

stages to add 300,000 square 

feet of state-of-the-art 

infrastructure and services 

to airport operations.

n � �6th busiest general aviation 

airport in the USA; 2nd busiest 

general aviation airport in 

the Valley; one of the largest 

airports in the USA in terms 

of based aircraft, with 900 

based at Falcon Field.

For more information, 

contact Falcon Field Airport 

at (480) 644-2444. 
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 Gateway Commercial 
Bank IO, Mesa’s locally owned 
community bank, will soon 
open its doors. Almost all of 
the 230 bank locations in the 
Southeast Valley have out of 
state ownership. The Gateway 
staff and board are composed 
of local folks you know as 
friends and neighbors. 

Through a combination 
of personalized banking and 
modern financial services 
technology, the bank will 
provide each customer with 
superior service that creates 
trust and focuses on the 
total financial relationship. 

“As simple as it may sound, 
we will always answer the 
phones and greet people 
by name,” said President 
James Christensen. “It’s all 
about relationships and the 
value you put on people and 
their needs. Otherwise, we 
become just another bank.”  

The bank is located at the 
northeast intersection of 
Power and Warner, just off 
the San Tan 202. Temporary 
offices are located at 6915 E. 
Parkway Norte in Mesa, while 
permanent headquarters 
are being constructed at 
6860 E. Warner Road.   

Gateway  
Commercial Bank IO

Lee & Associates Arizona 
(L&A), a national commercial 
real estate brokerage firm, 
markets quality office and 
industrial properties for 
sale or lease. L&A Principal 
Marc Pierce has been 
instrumental in attracting 
developers to Northeast Mesa, 
an area currently ripe for 
commercial development.

“Large employers now 
demand to be closer to 
both skilled and unskilled 
labor, while employees 
prefer not to commute. 
Northeast Mesa is now well 
positioned to capitalize on 
this trend,” Pierce said.

Hewson Greenfield Business 
Center (HGBC), Phase IV, 
is a 98,533-square-foot, 
light industrial, warehouse 
distribution building located 
in the Falcon Field Corridor 
near Loop 202, fronting 
Greenfield Road. Pierce, a 
board member of the Falcon 
Field Area Alliance, describes 
it as a “high-image” facility, 
divisible into 6,000 square 
feet, with grade-level doors 
and truck-well loading. 

Construction began in 
the fourth quarter of 2007. 

Contact Pierce at (602) 
954.3750, mpierce@lee-

associates.com, or click “List  
of all professionals” at  
www.lee-associates.com/
global/office-detail.php?id=1.

Hewson Greenfield 
Business Center

Facts
n � �Services: A locally 

owned community 

bank that offers 

traditional banking 

services with an 

emphasis on helping 

small businesses. 

n � �Location: The 

permanent 

headquarters will 

be located at 6860 

E. Warner Road in 

Mesa beginning in 

early 2009 in a two-

story building with 

8,500 square feet.

n � �Employment: Currently 

the bank has eight 

employees. When the 

staff moves into the 

new building, the bank 

expects to have at 

least 15 employees.

For more information, 

contact Gateway 

Commercial Bank IO, 

6915 E. Parkway Norte, 

at (480) 358-1000 

or  www.gcbaz.com.

Facts
n � Light industrial, 

warehouse distribution 

building consisting of 

98,533 square feet 

for sale or lease.

n � Divisible to 5,937 

square feet, 284 

parking spaces (2.9 

per 1,000 square feet) 

with a 24’ clear height.

n � Zoned M-1, City of 

Mesa with grade level 

doors and truck wells.

For more information 
about the Hewson 

Greenfield Business 

Center, contact Marc T. 

Pierce, principal at Lee 

& Associates Arizona, 

3200 E. Camelback 

Road, Suite 100, Phoenix, 

at (602) 954-3750 or 

by cell at (602) 697-

2922 or at mpierce@

lee-associates.com.



26   I Discover Mesa!

Lauth is a leader in the acquisition, 
development, construction, 
management, and ownership of 
commercial real estate throughout the 
United States and has assumed this 
leadership role for the past 30 years.

“The foundation of Lauth’s success is our 
people and building successful partnerships 
with our clients,” said Dave Carder, vice 
president of Lauth’s Phoenix office.  “Lauth 
brings tremendous experience to each of 
our projects and a dedication to exceed our 
customer’s expectations. It’s the way Lauth 
does business and it shows in our corporate 
philosophy — People. Trust. Experience. ”

Lauth has been building facilities for 
clients to lease or own throughout the 
United States since 1977. Lauth’s years of 
experience, 450 nationwide associates and 
completed projects worth billions of dollars, 
make it a leading national development and 
construction firm. Lauth delivers virtually 

any type of facility, including healthcare, 
industrial, office and retail from offices in 
Phoenix, Denver, Dallas, Charlotte, Orlando 
and its headquarters in Indianapolis. 

Riverview Point is Lauth’s latest project 
in the Phoenix area. Located in Mesa, 
the project is a six-building master-
planned office park. Phase 1 will include 
two Class A LEED-Registered office 
buildings totaling 164,000 square feet. 
The development also will include a 
50,000 square-foot Class A medical office 
building. The first phase is expected to 
open in the second quarter of 2008.

Riverview Point is a $150 million 
development that offers easy access to 
commuters arriving on the Loop 101 
and Loop 202 interchanges and is only 
six miles east of the Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport. The development is 
adjacent to Mesa Riverview, a two-million-
square-foot retail and entertainment 
development with 27 restaurants. 

Riverview Point is one of many “green” 
developments by Lauth. The company has 
nearly a dozen LEED- Registered projects 
currently under development across the 
U.S., including three in the Phoenix area. 
“They are way ahead of the curve by doing 
a spec LEED building,” said Tim Lawless, 
President of the Arizona Chapter of NAIOP.

LAUTH’S RIVERVIEW POINT

Facts
n	 Project: Riverview Point 

project in Mesa, is a six-

building master-planned 

office park. Phase 1 will include 

two Class A LEED-Registered 

office buildings totaling 

164,000 square feet. The 

development also will include 

a 50,000 square-foot Class 

A medical office building. The 

buildings are expected to open 

in the second quarter of 2008.

n	 Services: Lauth delivers 

virtually any type of facility, 

including healthcare, 

industrial, office and retail. 

n	 Location: Riverview Point 

development offers easy 

access to commuters arriving 

on the Loop 101 and Loop 

202 interchanges and is 

adjacent to Mesa Riverview, a 

	 1.3 million-square-foot 

retail and entertainment 

development with 

27 restaurants. 

For more information, contact 

Lauth, 2415 E. Camelback Road, 

Suite 860, Phoenix, at (602) 

648-7600 or www.lauth.net.
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“Growth”… to some that 
means dollar signs. To others 
it means congestion and 
a challenge to our quality 
of life.  But when you put 
them together, as in “quality 
growth” you get both dollar 
signs and quality of life.

That is the Chamber’s 
economic development 
mission: to strive for and 
encourage not just growth, 
but quality growth and  high 
wage job growth. To this end, 
the Chamber Board agreed 
to endorse the now popular 
Riverview Project, but only 
after developers agreed to 
include a business park along 
with the retail. The Lauth 
Property Group’s office and 
medical complex that broke 
ground in October completed 
the developer’s commitment 
to the Chamber and will now 
produce not only a quality retail 
center, but a quality job center.

The Chamber’s programs, 
from economic development 
to political advocacy, will keep 
“quality growth” a high priority. 
The Board of Directors and 
the programs of the Chamber 
are dedicated to keep that 
quality as our primary goal.

Mesa Chamber 
of Commerce

The Mesa Convention 
Center is a 22-acre, 38,000-
square-foot complex that 
plays host to conferences, 
tradeshows, award dinners, 
weddings, black-tie galas 
and other special events. 

The 19,000 square-foot 
exhibit hall is complemented 
by 19,000 square feet of 
flexible meeting space. It is 
fully equipped with audio-
visual and satellite download 
capabilities, high-speed 
Internet and ample parking.

Guests also can enjoy the 
campus’ outdoor spaces, 
which include a covered 
gazebo and the 4,950-person 
Mesa Amphitheatre.

The Frank Lloyd Wright-
inspired convention center 
hosts conferences, trade shows, 
award dinners, weddings, 
black-tie galas and other 
special events. “And our onsite 
chef has brought our catering 
service to a whole new level,” 
said Sales and Marketing 
Manager Dyan Dwyer 
Seaburg. “Even coffee breaks 
are served on fine china.”

The Mesa Convention Center 
is in downtown Mesa, just 
20 minutes from Sky Harbor 

Airport, and adjacent to the 
Phoenix Marriott Mesa hotel.

Mesa Convention 
Center 

Facts
n	� The Mesa Chamber 

of Commerce has 

been serving Mesa 

since 1912.

n	� The Chamber is a 

founding member 

of the East Valley 

Chambers of 

Commerce Alliance, 

a coalition of East 

Valley chambers with 

a powerful lobbying 

force, representing 

more than 5,000 

businesses.

For more information, 

contact Mesa Chamber 

of Commerce, 120 

North Center, Mesa, 

(480) 969-1307 or at 

www.chambermesa.org.

Facts 
n	 19,000 square feet 

of exhibit space with 

an additional 19,000 

square feet/15 rooms 

of flexible meeting 

space set on 22 acres 

of mature parkland.

n	 Full-service event 

facility in downtown 

Mesa; professional 

in-house food service; 

full-service, onsite 

audio-visual and 

exposition services; 

hosts corporate events 

and private parties.

n	 Adjacent to the Mesa 

Amphitheater and the 

275-room Phoenix 

Marriott Mesa hotel.

For more information, 

contact the Mesa 

Convention Center at 

(480) 644-2178 or www.

mesaconventioncenter.

com. 

mesa 
convention
center
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Phoenix-Mesa Gateway (formerly Williams 
Gateway) Airport is more than just a place 
for takeoffs and landings. It’s actually an 
economic engine for the East Valley. It 
already provides airport facilities and public 
aviation services complementing Sky Harbor 
International Airport. But, Gateway also 
recently created Arizona Direct, a unique 
marketing partnership with the Airport 
Authority and Mesa landowners. The group 
expects to build the region of Mesa south of 
the San Tan Freeway (Loop 
202) and east of Power 
Road into a significant East 
Valley employment center.

Arizona Direct will 
attract aerospace, 
industrial and general 
business organizations 
that need the services 
of the airport and 
adjoining facilities such 
as highways, rail, and 
university research. 
Tax incentives will also 
interest land buyers in 
this military reuse zone, 
and foreign trade zone considering the 
airport’s on-site U.S. customs facility.

Two airlines currently operate from 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport: Allegiant 

Air, serving 13 U.S. cities; and Vision Airlines, 
serving north Las Vegas. Additional 
carriers are actively being courted for 
both passenger and air cargo services. 
The FAA ranked Gateway as the 35th 
busiest U.S. airport Jan. 1–June 30, 2007, 
based on landings and takeoffs. By 2020, 
Gateway expects to accommodate more 
than two million annual passengers.

With three expansive runways, Gateway 
can accommodate international freighter 

activity. “With fewer and 
fewer airports able to offer 
development land near 
10,000-foot runways, we’re 
planning for exponential 
growth in that field,” said 
Gateway Public Information 
Officer Brian Sexton. 

Mesa residents also will 
have more opportunity to 
work in their neighborhood. 
According to a September 
2003 Maricopa Association 
of Governments study, 
the Gateway Airport area 
could support 100,000 

jobs by 2035. More than 12,000 jobs are 
projected in Gateway’s Master Plan as 
soon as 2020, with an expected $960 
million annual economic impact.

Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport
FACTS
n	 Airlines: Allegiant Air 

and Vision Airlines, 

serving 14 U.S. cities.

n	 Partnership: Arizona Direct, a 

unique marketing partnership 

with the Airport Authority 

and Mesa landowners, will 

attract aerospace, industrial, 

and general business 

organizations that need the 

services of the airport.

n	 Impact: More than 35 

aviation companies operate 

at the airport, generating 

over $251 million in annual 

economic activity. More than 

12,000 jobs are projected 

in Gateway’s Master Plan 

as soon as 2020.

For more information about 

Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport, 

5835 South Sossaman Road, 

Mesa, contact Marketing Manager 

John Barry at (480) 988-7600,  

jbarry@phxmesagateway.org. 

or www.phxmesagateway.org.
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Defense and aviation 
industries, the economic 
engines of Northeast Mesa’s 
Falcon Field Corridor, require 
a higher-skilled workforce 
and heavy industrial zoning. 
National real estate brokerage 
firm Lee & Associates Arizona 
(L&A) is working with 
national developers to build 
projects to meet demand.

Red Mountain Business 
Park is a 257,000-square-foot 
development with M-2 heavy 
industrial zoning. This DWO 
Enterprises & Dorcey Abshier 
project, atop the Red Mountain 
Freeway at Greenfield Road, 
offers Superstition and Red 
Mountain vistas. Eight buildings 
with single or multi-tenant 
offerings range from 16,000 
to 257,000 square feet, bays 
divisible to 6,000 square feet, 
with outside storage permitted.

“Northeast Mesa can provide 
employers with an ample 
supply of nearby unskilled 
and skilled labor,” said L&A 
Principal Marc Pierce, a Mesa 
Chamber board director. 

Construction begins first 
quarter of 2008, with pre-
leasing and pre-sales available. 

Contact Pierce at (602) 
954.3750, mpierce@lee-
associates.com, or click “List 
of all professionals” at 

www.lee-associates.com/
global/office-detail.php?id=1.

Red Mountain 
Business Park

Northeast Mesa’s 
demographics include 
high-income earners and 
decision makers. Considering 
this fertile environment, 
underdevelopment is stalling 
business growth. To fill this 
void, Lee & Associates Arizona 
(L&A), a national commercial 
real estate brokerage firm, is 
marketing an upscale office 
and industrial development 
for lease by T. Wall Properties. 
Superstition Commerce Park, 
a planned 160,000-square-
foot development, offers 
100,000 square feet in two 
office buildings, and 58,000 
square feet in a general 
industrial facility. The industrial 
building offers grade-level and 
truck-well loading, with bays 
starting at 7,000 square feet.

“Ideally located near 
the northwest corner of 
Superstition Freeway and 
Sossaman Road, Superstition 
Commerce Park provides great 
access to a strong Mesa labor 
force, the Superstition Springs 
Mall and Costco,” said L&A 
Principal Marc Pierce, the City of 
Mesa’s 2004 Broker of the Year. 

Contact Pierce at (602) 
954.3750, mpierce@lee-
associates.com, or click “List 

of all professionals” at www.
lee-associates.com/global/
office-detail.php?id=1.

Superstition  
Commerce Park 

Facts
n � Eight new industrial 

buildings for sale or 

for lease — break 

ground in 2008.

n � Building sizes: 16,000-

100,000, square feet 

(divisible) consisting 

of approximately 

257,000 square 

feet with dock high, 

grade level loading 

and fenced yards.

n � Located at Red 

Mountain Freeway 

(Loop 202) and 

Greenfield Road, 

offering excellent 

freeway access 

with great views.
For more information 
about Red Mountain 
Business Park, contact 
Marc T. Pierce, principal 
at Lee & Associates 
Arizona, 3200 E. 
Camelback Road, 
Suite 100, Phoenix,  
at (602) 954.3750, by 
cell at (602) 697.2922 
or at mpierce@ 
lee-associates.com.

Facts
n � Two back office 

buildings and one 

general industrial 

building for lease.

n � Located west of the 

northwest corner 

of U.S. Highway 60 

and Sossaman Road, 

it offers excellent 

access and frontage 

on the Superstition 

Freeway (U.S. 60).

n � More than 2,000,000 

square feet of retail 

amenities located 

within one mile. 

For more information 
about Superstition 

Commerce Park, contact 

Marc T. Pierce, principal 

at Lee & Associates 

Arizona, 3200 E. 

Camelback Road, 

Suite 100, Phoenix,  

at (602) 954-3750, 

by cell at (602) 697-

2922 or at mpierce@

lee-associates.com.
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Headquartered in Mesa, Southwest 
Ambulance is Arizona’s largest ambulance 
transportation provider with more than 
300 vehicles and 1,200 employees. The 
company provides emergency and 
pre-scheduled medical transport care to 
Mesa residents and businesses plus more 
than 25 additional Arizona communities, 
serving more than 4 million Arizonans. 

Recently, Southwest Ambulance 
relocated within Mesa to a 16-acre 
campus that includes executive offices, 
plus training, warehouse, fleet and 
human resources departments.

“Mesa has been a great place to help 

us grow our business where many of 
our talented, hard-working employees 
already live and play,” said Jeff Sargent, 
president. “Southwest Ambulance believes 
it’s important to care beyond medical 
care, and Mesa organizations provide 
great involvement and leadership training 
opportunities for our employees.”

Employee benefits include an admirable 
selection of medical/dental/eye care plans, 
life and disability insurance. Southwest 
Ambulance’s 20-year pension makes it 
the first private provider in the country to 
have a pension similar to many municipal 
departments for field employees.

Southwest Ambulance

Facts
n	 Provides emergency and 

non-emergency ambulance 

transportation to more than 

four million Arizonans in 25 

communities including Mesa.

n	 Built a 16-acre headquarters 

campus in Mesa in 2006.

n	 Community partners: Mesa 

Sister Cities Association, 

Mesa Leadership, Mesa 

Chamber of Commerce, 

Mesa Arts Center, Museum 

of Natural History, MARC 

Center, Mesa YMCA and 

the Mesa Parks and 

Recreation Department.

For more information, contact 

Southwest Ambulance, 708 

West Baseline Road, Mesa, 

at (602) 267-8991 or 

www.southwestambulance.com.
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Play

W
anna play? You’re 
in the right place.

Set against 
the Superstition 

Mountain skyline in Arizona’s Valley 
of the Sun, the City of Mesa offers 
unlimited ways to enjoy a day, or 
an extended stay. From arts and 
culture to shopping, dining and 
entertainment, there’s something 
for residents and visitors of all ages 
to enjoy in and around the city.

Start your adventure
With 320 days of sunshine 

each year, the area’s mountains, lakes 
and parks beckon adventurers to seek 
out a trail, a dock or a sport court.

Hikers and bikers can explore miles of 
mountain and desert trails. Shutterbugs 
can capture Sonoran vistas in a Hummer 
or on horseback. Water sports enthusiasts 
can cruise around Saguaro or Canyon 
Lakes, go tubing down the Salt River or 
swim in one of the city’s 12 public pools. 
Sports fans can take in Chicago Cubs Spring 
Training or Arizona Fall League games at 
Hohokam Stadium. Mesa venues also host 
a number of amateur sports competitions.

Golfers can test their skills at public and 
private courses, from bargain-priced to 
resort style. The National Golf Foundation 
has deemed the city-owned Dobson Ranch 
Golf Course a good deal, considering the 
quality of experience for the fees charged. 

Hotels and resorts frequently offer packages 
that include golf and other activities.

The city’s TimeOut program 
offers an extensive lineup of sports, 
recreation and special-interest 
programs for children and adults.

The Mesa Convention Center is 
conveniently located in downtown Mesa, 
near several area hotels, easing logistics in 
attending any of its year-round events. 

Explore together
The Arizona Museum for Youth brings 

parents, grandparents and kids together to 
explore the artistic sides of life. Vignettes 
featuring reading, building, arts and crafts, and 
just plain fun complement changing exhibits.

History buffs can experience prehistoric 
times through realistic dinosaur displays 
at the family-friendly Arizona Museum 

of Natural History, or they can 
schedule a flight in an authentic 
WWII warbird at the Arizona Wing 
Commemorative Air Force Museum. 

And why not take in a stage show 
or a concert? The Mesa Arts Center 
offers world-class performances 
along with art galleries, exhibits and 
studios. The Mesa Amphitheatre treats 
concertgoers to a variety of music 
under the stars with unobstructed 
views from its tiered lawn.

Shops abound, from boutiques 
to antiques, and restaurants 
offer an array of cuisines. 

Mesa…the place to be at any age. 
Visit Mesa at www.cityofmesa.org 

and the Mesa Arizona Convention and 
Visitors Bureau at www.visitmesa.com.

BY KATHY KING

Time to play!
You’ll find many reasons to stay and play in Mesa

SUPERSTITION MOUNTAINS

Bill Barnhart, artist 
featuring Fine Artistry in 
Bronze Sculpturing
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T
he City of Mesa’s museums 
stretch imaginations through 
artistic expressions and 
historical finds, from prehistoric 
days to modern times.

The 8,000-square-foot Arizona Museum 
for Youth encourages families to view 
the world through the eyes of artists. 
The concept of a children’s museum 
focused on art originated in 1978 and the 
museum opened its doors in 1980. It’s 
been enticing young and old ever since.

“Families experience art in ways 

they hadn’t before,” said Executive 
Director Sunnee D. Spencer.

Today, the north and south gallery’s rotating 
exhibits, complemented by related artistic 
activities, enthrall school-age children, while 
ArtVille, the vibrantly painted mini-town, 
captivates children up to age four with books, 
crafts and creative play.  Museum classrooms 
promote art expressions for all children.

Parents enjoy learning about 
art along with their parents.

“They find an entry point into the 
world of art,” Spencer added. “We know 

we’ve done a great job when a child is 
crying on the way out the door!” 

For recorded information, 
call (480) 644-2467 or go to  
www.arizonamuseumforyouth.com.

Arizona Museum  
of Natural History

Dinosaurs live! Well, sort of. The 80,000-
square-foot Arizona Museum of Natural 
History, formerly known as the Mesa 
Southwest Museum, brings to life the origins 
of the universe with its “walk through time” 

BY KATHY KING

ARIZONA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

Worlds of imagination
Arizona Museum for Youth, Arizona Museum of Natural 
History, Arizona Wing Commemorative Air Force Aircraft 
Museum and Mesa Historical Museum delight all ages

Dave Luna, director of 
educational television 
Channel 99, Mesa 
Public Schools
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displays of plants, animals and minerals, 
from prehistoric to present-day Arizona.

Dinosaur Hall presents a variety of 
prehistoric land, air and seaborne 
creatures. Dinosaur Mountain’s 
robotic replicas react to a 
realistic thunderstorm, complete 
with a rushing waterfall.

Other vignettes introduce 
past North American and 
Mesoamerican cultures. Kids 
can even pan for “gold” and 
step into an authentic jail cell.

“We show the visual history 
of ancient and contemporary 
Arizona in smashing, striking, 
three-dimensional visuals,” said 
Jerry B. Howard, Ph.D., curator 
of anthropology. “It’s a fun place 
for families to learn together.”

For more information, call 
(480) 644-2230 or go to www.azmnh.org.

Arizona Wing 
Commemorative Air Force 
Aircraft Museum 

Finally, you can fly back in time at the 
Arizona Wing Commemorative Air Force 
Aircraft Museum, from World War I to the 

Viet Nam era. The 30,000-square-
foot museum features artifacts 
and warbirds, including a B-25, a 
C-45, an SNJ, an F4 Phantom, MiGs 
and the most fully restored B-17 
still flying today, the B-17G Flying 
Fortress Sentimental Journey.

Enthusiasts can even schedule 
a flight on the B-17, the SNJ 
and the C-45, as well as watch 
restorations in progress inside 
the maintenance hangar.

“The airplanes are so impressive,” 
said Administrator Debra McKinion. 
“Even for those who are not history 
buffs, there’s a lot to enjoy.”

For more information, 
call (480) 924-1940 or go 

to www.arizonawingcaf.com.

Mesa Historical Museum
The Mesa Historical Museum, at 2345 N. 

Horne St., is home to numerous artifacts 

ARIZONA MUSEUM FOR YOUTH

Char Leatham-
Bahr, elementary 
school teacher

Did 
you 
know?
 When the 
Arizona 
Museum for 
Youth was 
founded in 
1980, it was the 
only children’s 
museum in the 
United States 
with a focus on 
fine art.

from the City of Mesa. Since 1987, the 
museum has been housed at the former 
Lehi Elementary School, which was built 
in 1914 and is the oldest existing school 
structure in Mesa. The first comprehensive 
exhibit on Mesa, “Searching for Mesa: Finding 
Ourselves in our History” is on permanent 
display. Other exhibits include a replica of 
an early Adobe one-room schoolhouse, 
two additional galleries displaying artifacts 
from life in early Mesa, and a large collection 
of historic agricultural equipment. 

Each winter, the museum hosts the Mesa 
Historic Home Tour. Residents in one of 
Mesa’s historic neighborhoods annually 
open their homes to help highlight Mesa’s 
historic roots and show the importance 
of preserving the city’s heritage.

For more information, contact the Mesa 
Historical Museum at (480) 835-7358.
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Where in Mesa can you enjoy an excellent 
buffet, a professional show featuring a live 
pit orchestra, and support a company that 
consistently backs Mesa? Try Broadway 
Palm Dinner Theatre, voted “2007 Best 
Place To Bring Out-Of-Town Guests” by 
azcentral.com and was Phoenix New 
Times “2007 Best Dinner and Show.”

It is one of three theatres in the Prather 
Entertainment Group, the largest producer 
of dinner theatre in the United States. 
The Broadway Palm is a 55,000-square-
foot venue employing 110 people and 
entertaining more than one million 
patrons since its 2001 founding.

Mesa gains more than entertainment from 
the theatre.  “We believe in our community. 
For example, we donate proceeds from one 
night’s performance each year 
to the Rotary Clubs of Mesa. This 
helps the club buy dictionaries 
for the Mesa elementary schools 
and other club charities. We 
also work with the City of Mesa, 
its Chamber, and Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau, and have 
provided our theatre for the 
Mesa Art Center’s fundraiser 
event,” explained Director 
of Sales Rodney Kinney.

Each production’s music, stage sets, 
and costumes are original. National Music 
Supervisor J.R. McAlexander and Artistic 
Producer Seth Reines audition more 
than 5,000 actors annually.  Some have 
performed on Broadway in New York or 
on major tours. The cast lives in housing 
near the theatre and travels to the other 
Prather Entertainment Group theatres 
in Lancaster, Pa., and Fort Myers, Fla.

Along with the great entertainment, 
Executive Chef Ryan Barbarisi creates a 
seven-item, all-you-can-eat buffet featuring 
heart-healthy items, and a decadent ice 
cream and dessert bar. Patrons may enjoy 
a drink before the show in the lobby bar, or 
they can order beverages at their table.

Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre is 

located at 5247 East Brown Road, with easy 
access from U.S. 60 and the Red Mountain 
Loop 202, and its expansive parking lot 
even accommodates motor coaches.

Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre 

FACTS
n	 Broadway Palm Dinner 

Theatre has welcomed 

more than 1 million visitors 

since opening in 2001.

n	 The facility is 55,000 square 

feet and seats 500 patrons.

n	 Matinees begin at 11:45 

a.m. for lunch and the show 

begins at 1:15 p.m.; Evenings 

begin at 6 p.m. for dinner 

and the show beings at 8 

p.m.; Sunday Twilights begin 

at 5:30 p.m. for dinner and 

the show begins at 7 p.m.

For more information or to buy 

tickets, contact Broadway Palm 

Dinner Theatre, 5247 E. Brown 

Road, Mesa, at (480) 325-6700, 

or www.broadwaypalmwest.com.
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Downtown Mesa is not 
only a great place to visit, it’s a 
profitable place to work, invest 
and do business. In fact, this 
remarkably revitalized one 
square mile has an annual 
economic impact of $2 billion.

Mesa’s easily accessible 
downtown area has been 
rejuvenated by its modern 
architecture. Astounding arts 
and cultural venues, including 
the new $97.9 million Mesa Arts 
Center, have set the tone for 
the city’s new, vibrant identity.

“Downtown is moving 
toward a contemporary style, 
with a nod to the past,” said 
Tom Verploegen, president 
of the Downtown Mesa 
Association. “And more ideas 
are on the drawing board.”

Future plans include mixed-
use developments, combining 
lofts, condos, town homes and 
apartments with professional 
office spaces and an expanded 
lineup of independently 
owned businesses.

“Downtown Mesa is going 
to be a lot more dense and 
intense,” added Verploegen. 
“There’ll be a synergy that 
will bring people downtown 

to live, work and play.”
Contact the 

association today!

Downtown MesA

Dobson Ranch Golf Course 
(DRGC) offers 18 challenging 
holes amid 140 acres of tree-
lined fairways and undulating 
greens. The lush setting 
makes this City of Mesa-
owned course pleasurable 
even in the summer.

“This is not a desert course,” 
said Don Flavell, golf supervisor. 
“It’s wall-to-wall turf — like 
the courses in the Midwest.”

The golf course also hosts 
a 30-station driving range 
and two sizable putting 
greens, all lighted and natural 
grass. Golf instruction is 
available for all ages.

The 2,000 square foot 
clubhouse hosts a full-service 
restaurant with a lounge, 
three meeting/banquet 
rooms and a courtyard.

The National Golf 
Foundation named DRGC a 
Value Golf Course. “We offer 
a quality experience and a 
great atmosphere at rock 
bottom prices,” said Flavell.

dobson ranch 
golf COURSE

Facts
n	 Location: A square 

mile in the East Valley 

bounded by Country 

Club Drive (west), 

Mesa Drive (east), 

University Drive 

(north) and Broadway 

Road (south).

n	 Features: A thriving 

hub of arts, culture, 

shopping, dining, 

government and 

more with nearly 

500 businesses, 

7,100 employees 

and 22,000 daily 

users overall.

For more information, 

contact the Downtown 

Mesa Association, 58 

W. Main St., Mesa, at 

(480) 890-2613,  DMA@

DowntownMesa.com, 

or  www.Downtown 

Mesa.com.

Facts 
n � 18-hole championship 

golf course; lush 

landscaping; lighted 

driving range and 

putting greens; newly 

renovated club house 

with pro shop and full-

service restaurant.

n � Offers golfers a private 

course experience 

at municipal course 

prices; 2 free junior golf 

clinics each summer.

For more information, 

contact Dobson Ranch 

Golf Course at 

(480) 644-2291 or 

www.dobsonranch 

golfcourse.com.

dobson
ranch
golf course
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Fiesta Mall has recently undergone 
a cosmetic remodel, which includes 
new tile on the upper level, brighter 
lights throughout the center and a fresh 
coat of paint in the common areas. 

Next, plans are underway to replace 
the former Macy’s building with two 
new retail uses (including sporting goods 
and electronics, linens or books).

The project plan also includes enhancing 
the food court entrance plaza, renovating 
the food court, adding family restrooms 
and developing additional retail or 
restaurant pads along Alma School Road. 

The redevelopment of Fiesta Mall is part 
of ongoing revitalization efforts in the City of 
Mesa’s Fiesta District. The total investment 
by these stakeholders is estimated at more 
than $700 million over the next five years.

Fiesta Mall, which is anchored by Dillard’s, 
Macy’s and Sears, is home to 140 specialty 
stores and eateries. The mall is located at 
U.S. 60 and Alma School Road, 15 minutes 
east of Sky Harbor International Airport 
and 20 minutes from downtown Phoenix.

Fiesta Mall

Facts
n	 History: Center built in 1973,  

renovated in 1999; acquired by 

Westcor in 2004; redeveloped 

beginning in 2007.

n	 Major retailers: Macy’s, 

Dillard’s, Sears, Bath & 

Body Works, The Body 

Shop, The Children’s Place, 

Forever 21, Hollister Co., 

PacSun, Torrid and Vans.

n	 Fiesta Mall offers a unique 

children’s play area along with 

a free children’s program, 

Westcor Kids Club.

For more information about 

Fiesta Mall, call (480) 833-4121 

or go to www.westcor.com.
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Superstition Springs Center in Mesa 
is conveniently situated off U.S. 60 and 
Power Road. Built in 1990, the recently 
renovated center serves a fast-growing 
area with a population of more than 1.12 
million people in 405,000 households. 

Built in 1990 and renovated in 2002 
and 2006, Superstition Springs Center’s 
major retailers include Dillard’s, JCPenney, 
Macy’s, Mervyn’s, Sears, Borders and the 
center’s newest addition, The Cheesecake 
Factory. Altogether, more than 150 popular 
stores and eateries comprise the shopping 
center, along with a movie cinema.

Superstition Springs Center’s amenities 
include a play area, a full-size carousel, 
outdoor amphitheater and a free 
weekly Westcor Kids Club program.

The amphitheater is a popular 
entertainment venue, which hosts a weekly 
summer concert series as well as various 
holiday performances by local school groups. 

Westcor Kids Club is held every 
Thursday at 10 a.m. and is an interactive 
community program where members 

learn about good health and fitness, 
enjoy music, song and dance, meet 
interesting role models, read books and 

interact with children their own age.
All while having fun!

Superstition Springs Center

Facts 
n	 History: Built in 1990 and 

renovated in 2002 and 2006.

n	 Major retailers: Dillard’s, 

JCPenney, Macy’s, Mervyn’s, 

Sears, Borders, The 

Cheesecake Factory, Gap, 

Wet Seal, Victoria’s Secret 

and American Eagle.

n	 Amenities: Indoor children’s 

play area, full-size carousel, 

outdoor amphitheater, and 

weekly Kids Club program.

For more information about 

Superstition Springs Center, 

call (480) 830-0212 or 

visit www.westcor.com.
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Originally built in 1977 and rebuilt 
20 years later, Hohokam Stadium is the 
Chicago Cubs’ spring training facility, 
where fans are breaking Arizona Cactus 
League and Major League Baseball spring 
training attendance records. “Cubs fans are 
very passionate,” said Stadium Manager 
David Dunne. “They love it here, and they 
keep coming back in record numbers.”

Since the Cubs first made Mesa their 

springtime home in 1952, they have enjoyed 
ardent local support as well. In 2007, the 
stadium’s volunteer group, the Hohokams, 
upgraded the electronic scoreboard with 
a $500,000 video display. “We’re the only 
Major League Baseball spring training 
facility in the country with a scoreboard 
like this,” said Dunne, a native Chicagoan.

Fans can enjoy a variety of food and 
drink at several themed concession stands. 

Catering is available for private 
parties held in skybox suites or the 
Budweiser Pavilion and shoppers  
can find souvenirs and other items 
at the two Cubbie Hole team shops.

Hohokam Stadium also hosts 
the Arizona Fall League, the 
Men’s Senior Baseball League 
World Series and Mesa’s public 
high school teams. Off-season, 
concerts, weddings and other 
events keep the 60-acre venue 
near downtown Mesa lively.

Hohokam Stadium

FACTS
n � Chicago Cubs Spring 

Training facility.

n � Size: 48.45-acre park; 13,955-

square-foot clubhouse; 

12,500 seats, including 

skyboxes and patio seating.

n �  2004 Cubs set major league 

record for Spring Training 

attendance with 189,692 fans; 

2005 record is extended, 

with 193,993 fans; 2007 

Cubs set Cactus League 

single-game attendance 

record of 12,906 fans.

For more information, 

contact Hohokam Stadium 

at (480) 644-4451 or at 

www.hohokamstadium.com.

hohokam
stadium
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It’s hosted everyone from 
Sting and Sheryl Crow to 
Staind and Blink 182. Mesa 
Amphitheatre is one of the 
state’s most popular places to 
enjoy an outdoor concert.

Named “Best Concert Venue” 
in Phoenix Magazine’s 
annual “Best of the Valley” 
issue in August 2007, the Mesa 
Amphitheatre is located in 
Downtown Mesa, adjacent 
to the Mesa Convention 
Center. The recently enlarged 
amphitheatre features tiered 
festival seating for nearly 
5,000, allowing unobstructed 
views of its up-close-
and-personal stage.

“It’s large enough to attract 
popular acts, yet intimate 
enough for every concertgoer 
to enjoy the experience,” 
said Kelly Rafferty, City of 
Mesa’s assistant director of 
parks and recreation and 
commercial facilities.

The amphitheatre also 
hosts a variety of day-

long festivals and can be 
rented for weddings and 
other special events.

Mesa Amphitheatre

At almost 1,200 acres, Red 
Mountain Park is the largest 
of all Mesa’s city parks. 

The land is used well, with 
areas for softball, soccer, 
baseball, basketball, volleyball, 
fishing and picnicking. 
Ramadas are available for 
private parties up to 160 guests 
— and that’s just outdoor 
sports and recreation.

For indoor activities, the 
65,000-square-foot, award-
winning Red Mountain 
Multigenerational Center 
houses an indoor walking/
running track, exercise 
equipment, a gymnasium, six 
classrooms and a billiards room. 
Programs include mind and 
body fitness, the Silver Sneakers 
group and a Kids’ Club.

The Red Mountain 
Center also houses a senior 
center and the Sirrine 
Adult Day Care Center.

The Red Mountain Softball 
Complex features four lighted 
and professionally groomed 
softball fields that span nearly 
12 acres. The Red Mountain 
Soccer Complex consists of six 
lighted regulation soccer fields 
on nearly 22 acres. The Red 
Mountain Baseball Complex 
has three full-size baseball 
fields across almost 14 acres. 

The softball and baseball 
fields have covered dugouts 
and electronic scoreboards. 
Snacks and beverages are 
available at all the complexes.

Fishing in the city? Yes, 
Arizona Game and Fish and the 
City of Mesa offer a cooperative 
program that makes fishing 
possible, even within city 
limits. And a walking/jogging 
path meanders around the 
lake, through the park and 
along its natural settings.

Red Mountain Park

FACTS
n � Size: 1,146.3 acres.

n � Regional municipal 

park; playgrounds; 

reservable, lighted 

basketball and 

volleyball courts and 

soccer, baseball and 

softball fields; lake; 

urban fishing; walking 

trail; restrooms and 

reservable ramadas.

For more information, 

contact Red Mountain 

Park at (480) 644-5300 

or www.cityofmesa.

org/parksrec/parks/

red_mountain.aspx.

FACTS
n � Outdoor concert 

venue adjacent to 

the Mesa Convention 

Center; tiered lawn; 

large enough for 

top entertainment 

yet intimate 

enough for up-

close, unobstructed 

site lines.

n � Most unique: Named 

“Best Concert Venue” 

in Phoenix Magazine’s 

August 2007 issue.

For more information, 

contact Mesa 

Amphitheatre at 

(480) 644-2178 or  

www.mesaamp.com.

  
mesa 
amphitheatre
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With its warm, inviting feel, curbside 
appeal and mixture of well-known brands 
and newer mom-and-pop retailers, 
Mesa Riverview is the East Valley’s 
premiere mixed-use development, 
inviting families to feel right at home 
as they work, shop and play.  

Mesa Riverview is a 250-acre retail, 
office, hotel and auto park development 
conveniently located along the Rio Salado 
corridor where Dobson Road and Loop 202 
converge. It includes 1.3 million square feet 
of retail, anchored by Arizona’s only Bass 
Pro Shops Outdoor World, the Valley’s first 
Cinemark Theatre, Home Depot and Wal-
Mart Supercenter. It is also home to a 33-acre 
auto park (including Toyota and Nissan), 
a Hyatt Hotel, and 450,000 square feet of 
office space. Unsurpassed in size and scope, 
the entertainment and shopping center is 
proud to offer something for everyone.

“This development will be one of 
the largest commercial projects and 
employment centers in the East Valley,”  
said Marty De Rito, De Rito Partners 
Development, the firm that is co-developing 
the project with Kimco Developers. 
“Mesa Riverview features a balance 
of many different types of industries, 

with a desire to provide a destination 
for families to work, shop and play.”

 Mesa Riverview’s Theater District, framed 
by Bass Pro Shops and Cinemark Theatres, 
is ideal for individual and family-owned 
niche retailers, including Blame it on the 
Wine, Big Sticks Cigars, The Scout Shop and 
Hubbard Swim School, to name a few.

Dining selections include Logan’s 
Roadhouse, Cracker Barrel, Chili’s, Islamorada 
Fish Company (inside Bass Pro Shops), 
Red Brick Pizza, Famous Dave’s Barbeque 
and many other fast food restaurants. 

In addition to enhancing the lifestyle 
opportunities for East Valley residents, 
Mesa Riverview is bringing 5,000 new 
jobs to the labor force, making it one 
of the largest employers in the East 
Valley. It will also generate $170 million 
in new sales tax revenue over the 
next 30 years, which will benefit Mesa 
police, fire and parks departments.

When it broke ground in the spring 
of 2005, Mesa Riverview was scheduled 
for a 10-year build-out time, but De 
Rito says tenant interest and success 
have cut that time-frame in half. All 
250 acres of Riverview construction 
should be completed by May 2010.

Mesa Riverview
Facts
n	 Venue: The East Valley’s 

premiere mixed-use 

development, offering 1.3 

million square feet of retail, 

450,000 square feet of office 

space, 33 acres of Automall 

(Toyota, Nissan, etc.), and 

a Hyatt Place Hotel.

n	 Retailers: Bass Pro Shops, 

Home Depot, CInemark 

Theatre, Bed Bath & Beyond, 

Marshalls Wal-Mart 

Supercenter, PETCO and 

Jo-Ann Fabrics; also specialty 

destinations like Blame it on 

the Wine, Big Sticks Cigars, 

Hubbard Swim School and 

the Boy Scout Shop.

n	 Impact: When complete, 

Mesa Riverview will add 

approximately 5,000 jobs 

to the local workforce.

For more information, contact 

Mesa Riverview, located at 

Loop 202 and Dobson Road, 

at (480) 461-0050 or 

 www.mesariverview.com
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No matter the size of your business, Cox 

Business can customize a communications 

solution to your needs. Choose from phone,

broadband Internet and video bundles. And 

thanks to our wholly-owned fiber optic network

that’s monitored 24/7, you will always be in 

touch with customers. If this sounds like a 

good fit, call or visit us online.

(623) 597-7302
www.coxbusiness.com

Free your business from
solutions that don’t fit.
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