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MESa-aZ Transportation Advisory Board Report

B

Date: July 21, 2009

To: Transportation Advisory Board

Through:  Fred Rustam, Deputy Engineer — Design

From: Steve Stettler, Landscape Architect

Subject: Dobson Road Bicycle and Pedestrian Route Improvement Project

City of Mesa Project No. 06-008-001 — Council District 3

Purpose and Recommendation

The purpose of this report is to provide information to the Board on the progress of
the Dobson Road Bicycle and Pedestrian Route Improvement Project from Main
Street to Broadway Road. Refer to Exhibit “A” for the project area.

Background and Description

The original alignment proposed for the project was along the Longmore Street
alignment from Broadway to Main Street. (Refer to Exhibit “A".) However, due to the
cost of land acquisition south of the Union Pacific Railroad right-of-way, the cost of
the pedestrian bridge over the existing railroad right-of-way and East Valley Institute
of Technology’s reluctance to bisect their closed campus with the public route,
Dobson Road was selected as the alternative alignment.

Since pedestrian and bicycle improvements along Main Street have already been
completed as a part of the Light Rail project, this proposed Dobson Road Bicycle and
Pedestrian Route Project will provide connection from the south to the Sycamore Light
Rail Station located at Sycamore and Main Street. The potential also exists to extend
these improvements by future projects (as yet unplanned) north along Dobson Road to
the Riverview development and/or south to the Maricopa Community College and
Fiesta Mall area.

Dobson Road between Main Street and Broadway Road currently has three traffic
lanes in both directions with a raised median that is not landscaped. No bike lanes
are currently provided. Therefore, bicycle and pedestrian traffic vie for the same
existing, narrow sidewalk space.

This project will widen the existing roadway to create both northbound and
southbound dedicated bike lanes within the roadway cross-section. Other project



improvements will also include widened pedestrian sidewalks on both sides of the
road with new landscaping behind the sidewalk and in the raised medians. Low
screen walls that also function as seat walls will be provided periodically along the
route. The example design concepts are presented in attached Exhibit “B” (3 pages).

Public Involvement

The Transportation Department conducted their 2008 Transportation Fall Festival at
the Sycamore Light Rail Station on November 22, 2008 to introduce the community
to the new light rail system. In conjunction with this, there were three exhibits
depicting construction options for this project. During the course of the event, the
City collected more than 70 comment cards as well as verbal comments from
residents and visitors attending the Fall Festival.

The project team reviewed and tallied the responses received. The design concepts
shown in Exhibit “B” incorporate the expressed preferences. There was strong public
enthusiasm expressed for this project.

Project Schedule

Construction is anticipated to begin in the summer of 2010 with completion later that
fall.

Fiscal Impact

In 2008, the City of Mesa applied for and received a Maricopa Association of
Governments Grant from the Design Assistance Program in 2006, which pays for the
design effort through the 30% design stage. Funding for the remainder of the design
effort and for the construction (which is estimated at $980,000) will be Congestion
Management Air Quality (CMAQ) funds and Quality of Life local match programmed
in the Tentative FY 09/10 Streets Capital Program.

Coordinated With

This report has been coordinated with the Transportation Department.
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Steven R. Stettler ;stcape Architect

Fred Rustam, Deputy Engineer - Design
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Mike James, Deputy Transportatioh Director, Planning and Transportation
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