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mesaoaz Transportation Advisory Board Report 

Date: July 21,2009 

To: Transportation Advisory Board 

Through: Fred Rustam, Deputy Engineer - Design 

From: Christopher Scott, Senior Civil Engineer 

Subject: Power Road Improvements, Pecos Rd to Loop 202 (Salntan) Freeway 
City Project No. 04-843-001 
Council District 6 

Purpose and Recommendation 

The purpose of this report is to provide information to the Board on the recommended 
alignment for the Power Road Improvements from Pecos Road to thl3 Loop 202 
(Santan) Freeway, and convey information related to the public meeting held on April 
28,2009. 

Staff requests that the Transportation Advisory Board recommend that City Council 
approve the alignment and direct staff to proceed with detailed design. 

Background 

The City of Mesa Transportation Plan, approved by the City Council in June 2002, and 
the Regional Transportation Plan that is funded by the extension of thE! half-cent sales 
tax passed by voters in November 2004, call for the improvement of Power Road from 
Pecos Road to the San Tan Freeway. (See attached alignment exhibits.) The project 
includes an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) between the City of Mesa, the Town 
of Gilbert, and Maricopa County Department of Transportation (MCDOT), with Mesa 
acting as the lead agency for design and right-of-way acquisition. The IGA is being 
reviewed by the agencies, and approval is anticipated later this year. In the draft 
agreement, MCDOT will be responsible for approximately 50% of the project costs, and 
Mesa and Gilbert will be responsible for approximately 25% each. 

Power Road is a major arterial street, which currently has two lanes of traffic ,in each 
direction. This project is approximately 2.7 miles, beginning on the south side of the 
interchange at the Santan Freeway, and ending at the north side of the Pecos Road 
intersection, which is currently being improved by the Town of Gilbert. A separate 
IGA is being prepared for the Power and Pecos intersection, with similar 50%-25%­
25% cost sharing. 
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Discussion 

Power Road is proposed to be widened to three lanes in each direction with a 16-foot 
raised, landscaped median. After examining several options, the design team arrived 
at the preferred alignment presented in the attached exhibits. The modifications to 
the roadway will be designed to meet current standards. Typical cro::,s sections are 
included in the attached exhibits. 

The intersection at Ray Road will include new signals, dedicated right turn lanes, dual 
left turn lanes, and bus pullouts on the north and south legs for futurE! bus routes. 
Ray Road east of Power will be widened to accommodate three lanes in each 
direction, matching the existing improvements west of Power. 

The alignment shown in the attached exhibits includes a "couplet" design for 
Segment 2, which offers favorable traffic flow and minimizes property impacts. 
Separate intersections for northbound and southbound traffic are proposed at 
Williams Field Road. 

Public Involvement 

A public meeting was held on April 28, 2009, at Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport to 
provide the public an opportunity to comment on the proposed alignment. Prior to 
the meeting, 1,173 invitational flyers were mailed out to the public. 2.4 citizens 
attended the meeting with four written comment sheets returned. The following is a 
summary of the public comments and staffs response: 

No. Citizen Comment Staff's Response 
I 1 Our property is parcel #'s 304-37-017 The location of median breaks will be 

and 304-37-018. We would prefer an determined during the design process. 

access onto parcel #304-37-017. 


2 
 Want plans for SEC of Galveston and City staff informed tllis individual how 
Power. Get abandonment info. he could get the requested information. 

3 Summary of attached letter: The location of median breaks will be 
determined during tile design process. 

for 5263 S. Power and partial access 
opening at 5329 S. Power. 

• Supports full access median opening 

This request will be examined in detail 
during the design process. 

Ray Road, east of Power to be 
shortened to allow better access to 
the businesses at southeast corner 
of the Power and Ray intersection. 

4 

• Would like the proposed median on 

Summary of attached letter: The location of median breaks will be 
Would like a median break south of determined during the design process. • 
Galveston, at 5621 S. Power. • 
Would like 2 driveways for 5621 ~he requested drive:way locations will • 
Power and 3 driveways for the 2 be examined In detail dUring the deSign I 
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parcels south of that. process. If they meet City standards for 
location and spacin~I, the driveways 
can be provided as requested. 

'---..._______________--1..___-----------------' 

Discussions are ongoing with the other parties affected by this project, including the· 
Gila River Indian Community and Arizona State University, the Roos,~velt Water 
Conservation District and the Flood Control District of Maricopa County. 

Project Schedule 

The current schedule is to begin design in the summer of 2009, begil1 construction in 
the summer of 2011, and complete construction in the summer of 2012. 

Alternatives 

Several potential alternatives to the Power Road alignment were evaluated by City 
staff and the project partners for traffic patterns, pedestrian mobility, I"equired right-of­
way acquisition, and overall cost. The other alternatives do not function as efficiently 
in these categories as the proposed alignment shown in the attached exhibits. The 
preferred alternative is also the lowest cost of all those that were considered. 

Fiscal Impact 

The project is estimated to cost approximately $13 million for construction, not 
including right-of-way acquisition costs. The City will be responsible for 25% of the 
construction cost, or approximately $3.25 million. 

Coordinated With 

The Transportation Department and the Mesa Gateway Area Economic Development 
Office have been active participants in the planning and design proCI~SS, and concur. 
with the proposed alignment. 
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Public Meeting Sign In 
Power Road Improvements - SanTaln Freeway to l:Jecos Road 

Tuesday, April 28, 2009 
Phoenix - Mesa Gateway Airport 
5835 S Sossaman Road 
Mesa, AZ. 85212 
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Public Meeting Sign In 
Power Road Improvements - SanTan Freeway to Ilecos Road 

04-843-001 

Tuesday, April 28, 2009 
Phoenix - Mesa Gateway Airport 
5835 S Sossaman Road 
Mesa, AZ 85212 

• 
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Please completll and submit to astaff member before leaving or 
mail by May 12,2009. Include your name and mailing address. 
(Please Print) ~ 
Name :IhJ~~D\;~ ().. 

b 
Phone Number 1'K 0-'1'88'- a.,7a:J 

-. 54~S ~~~ C~I State! iJp ,:;;~ 
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L ~;:i:, 
Was the project explained in an understandable manner? 
~Yes aNo 

~OUkl you Uke astaff member to contact you? 

" Yes a No 
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Please complete and submit to astaff member before leaving or 

mail by May 12, 2009. Include your name and mailinll address. 
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<monlca.mcginni$@us.mcd.c To <glenn.gorke@mesaaz,gov> 
om> 

05/11/200903:05 PM 
ee <rene.powell@meaaz.gov>. 

<alan.sanderson@mesaaz.gov> 
bee 

Subject Project No. 04-843-0011 Commants 

Hello Glenn, 

I don't recall if I met you or not at the public meeting on April 28th. I 
wanted to share my thoughts with you on the above referenced pr':;lject. As 
you may know, McDonald I B is looking at locations for a new rest,!lurant along 
Power Rd. between Ray and Pecos Rd. (preferably closer to Ray Rd.) . I 
have been working with the owners of the Goodwill property a.nd the parcel 
south of the Goodwill piece. Both parties were represented at the public 
meeting and did a great job of conveying the importance of medi.iln breaks 
(whether partial or full) for access to their developments. I ,ilm in total 
agreement with their a full median break at the southern site and a partial 
in front of the Goodwill site. 

My comments today are regarding the median design for Ray Rd. east of the 
intersection. It is my understanding that the current median d.:!sign 
extends to the east blocking left in/left out access to the driveway 
servicing the retail development on the SEC of the intersection. I am 
opposed to this design for the following reasons; 

1. First and foremost is the impact such a design will have on west bound 
Ray Rd. traffic. By not being able to make a left in at this dl~iveway to 
gain access to either the retail center on the hard corner or any of the 
subsequent properties south of Ray Rd. (keeping in mind the properties 
south of Ray Rd. are required to provide cross access to each other as they 
develop out) it forces a driver to either make a u-turn at the 
intersection, or a left turn at the intersection and proceed south to make 
a u-turn at the first available median break in Power Rd. Depending on 
where the median breaks are placed in Power Rd., a car could be in traffic 
much longer and be required to make more traffic maneuvers than really 
necessary thereby creating additional hazards and opportunities for 
accidents. Allowing a left in at this driveway will eliminate .tll 
westbound traffic on Ray Rd. that is visiting one of the sites mentioned 
above and returning from where they came, from ever having to gC) through 
the intersection at Power Rd. 

2. Second is the impact the design will have on traffic attempting to make 
a left out exit from that driveway. The current design requirefl a right 
turn out with a quick crossing of three lanes of traffic to get in 
position to make a u-turn. without a stacking lane for a u-turn, 
presumably a car could sit in the third lane waiting to make a \:I-turn and 
block traffic. Based on the current design a driver leaving either the 
Goodwill site or the retail center on the corner that wishes to go south on 
Power Rd. would be forced to either exit the site Is) on Power ReI" and make 
a u-turn at the intersection, or make a right out on Ray Rd. followed by a 
quick u-turn. Again, more traffic maneuvers than necessary. Allowing a 
left out at this driveway will facilitate traffic exiting these sites to 
get back to Power Rd. to travel southbound. 

Hopefully, you will be able to accept these comments via e-mail rather than 
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the mail-in comment card. They were rather ~engthy. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to call me. 

Monica McGinnis 
Area Real Estate Manager 
McDonald's USA, LLC 
Phoenix, AZ 
602-339-4834 

The information contained in this e-mail and any accompanying documents is 
confidential, may be privileged, and is intended solely for the person and/or 
entity to whom it is addressed (i.e. those identified in the nTo" and "cc" 
box) . They are the property of McDonald's Corporation. Unauthorized 
review,use, 
disclosure, or copying of this communication, or any part thereof, is strictly 
prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail in error, 
please return the e-mail and attachments to the sender and delete the e-mail 
and attachments and any copy from your system. McDonald's thanks you for your 
cooperation. 
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Zimmerman, Douglas G. co-~ 
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To: michele.Ooberstein@mesaaz.gov 

Cc: Dan Thelander 

Subject: Power Road Improvement PlansfRequest for Median Cut and Curb cuts. 
Attachments: CCF05122009 _OOOOO.jpg 

Michele. 

I aT! sending this to you as a request fOr a median cut and curb cuts for the three propertiE!S located south of 
Galveston Road on the east side of Power Road. These properties are owned by Ed and ~Iudy Nasser (two 
parcels) end Dan Thelander (one parcel at the SE corner of Power Rd and Galveston). I emn a small interest in 
these parceJs and submit this request on betlalf of all of us. 

OtJr 3 parcels are shown on the aerial photograph with overlay, dated February 27,2009. :3egment 2, page 5 of 
6. I have attached a copy of that page fOr reference. I will hand defiver the color copy you mailed to me with 
marking showing where we request a median cut. We realize thellt are many traffic safety and engineering 
consideratiol1$ in locating median cuts. However, It is critically important that a median cut be provided south of 
Galveston at a location that permits access to the two southerly parcels. By agreement be,tween the Nassers and 
Mr. Thelander, his northem parcel will be permitted to use that median cut as an acx:e5S to his parcel. It seems. 
looking at the aerial that there is a storage facllty and vacant parcel west of Power Road. fiOuth of Galveston. It 
looks as if there is an access road into those parcels. This looks like the best place to put in a median cut ThiS 
would also relieve the severe traffic congestion at Galveston as vehicles try to access the hospital at the SW 
comer of Power and Galveston, We request a median cut that would permit a left tum out of the parcels to 
proceed souther1y. This would also permit traffic from the hospital and the developments 011 the parcels south, on 
the west side of Power Road, to proceed north. It would rulieve congestkm at the intersection of Power Road and 
GalveSton. 

These parcels will develop for retail/commercial uses. The properties' location on Power A.oad and the intense 
development at the Williams Gateway will dictate an Intense commercial use, if the city will pemil this and desires 
to benefit from the potential tax reYenLIe from a commercial development on these propelti~. They are one of 
the feIN remaining vacant parcels on Power Road near Williams Field Road entrance to Williams Gateway. It is 
anticipated thai development at the parcels would generate heavy traffic and. for safety l'eeISOllS, it would be good 
to provide northbound and southbound trafflc with controlled access. With no access for southbound vehicles, 
drivers 'WOuld be forced to drive south to Williams FIeld Road. Tum left and proceed to the k'lOrth bound segment 
of Power Road, lc be c:onstrucled. They would then tum left: and proceed north to the 3 parcels. This is a severe 
restrictions on these properties opportunity to derive their fair share of business from tlaffic on Power Road. when 
compared to all other parcels that do not have such a severe lane split as Power Road approacl1es Williams Field 
Road. . 

It is unclear if there is a grade change from the current roadway as the new Power Road SEgment crosses the 
RWCD canal and proceeds north. This may cause serious problems access and for any curb cuts south of tile 
median break. It will make a median break imperative for development of the two south pal-ceiS. This lane split, of 
such a magnitude will cause substantial harm to these properties. especially the two southtdy parcels. A median 
cur. allowing a southbound exit, witl mitigate this harm. 

We respectfully request curb cuts at three locations along the frontage of the two southel1y parcels and two curb 
cuts for the north parcel. I do not knOIN if that needs to be located now. but we can give more detail. if necessar;. 

I may be contacted at the ~mail address in this e-mail. My mailing address Is Doug Zimrnem18n, Jennings 
Strouss and Salmon, 201 E. Washington Street, 11th Floor, Phoenix, Arizona 85004-2385. Tel. no. (602) 262­
5963. I appreciate the opportunity to prv&ent this request and further request.".", be kept aevised of any 
developments on this project. If there are any open meetings or hearings. 'We would appreciate the opportunity to 
present our views. 

5/11/2009 
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