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Boasting a population of nearly 500,000, Mesa, Arizona is the 36th largest city in the
United States and second largest in the Phoenix-Mesa metro area. Larger than Miami,
Minneapolis, Atlanta, and St. Louis, Mesa encompasses 138 square miles inside a
21-city region that has a population of 4.3 million, and is projected to reach 6 million
by 2030. Smart aerospace companies such as Boeing, Cessna, Able Aerospace, MD
Helicopters, and AeroMaritime America all have large operations in Mesa.
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The Boeing Company’s location in Mesa, Arizona
was once an orange grove and open desert, and
more than 30 years ago a facility was constructed
to produce helicopters for United States and allied
forces. We’re still producing helicopters, and so
much more, because of great partnerships with
the City of Mesa and the East Valley, local area
industry, an engaged workforce, and a community
invested in our continued success.

STEVE WADE
B O E I N G V I C E P R E S I D E N T O F AT TAC K H E L I CO P T E R
PROGRAMS & SENIOR MESA SITE EXECUTIVE

2

BO EIN G B U IL DS THE A H - 6 4 A PACHE CO M BAT
HEL I CO P TER , A H - 6 L IT TL E B IR D L I GHT AT TACK /
RECONNAISSANCE HELICOPTER (SHOWN), AND THE
C A M CO P TER S -10 0 U N M A NNE D A ER I A L V EHI CL E AT IT S
ROTORCR AFT FACILIT Y IN MESA.

3

EMBR AER HA S A MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, AND OVERHAUL
FACI L I T Y B A S E D AT PH O EN I X- M E SA G AT E WAY A I R P O R T.

#1 in Aerospace Manufacturing
Attractiveness – PwC 2016
With a 35-square-mile developing aerotropolis surrounding Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport and the advanced aerospace and
defense manufacturing district surrounding Falcon Field Airport, Mesa has become an ideal location for international aerospace,
aviation, and defense companies. Mesa companies have significant access to an abundant, highly-skilled workforce and one of
the nation’s strongest aerospace/defense clusters, it is no wonder companies such as Boeing, Textron, Orbital ATK, and MD
Helicopters have major operations in Mesa.

Arizona Aerospace and Defense
(A&D) Industry Highlights1
•
•
•
•
•

19,980 A&D Employees in Greater Phoenix
$3.5B total Arizona A&D exports in 2014
$8B in Prime Federal contracts in 2015
78 college programs related to Aerospace and Defense
330 VFR days annually for near-perfect flying weather

National Rankings1
• #2 largest employment in space and defense
systems manufacturing
• #2 largest employment in guided missile
systems manufacturing
• #4 largest employment in aviation and
aerospace manufacturing
• #6 largest employment in Maintenance Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) occupations
• Top 10 largest employment in aviation and
aerospace services

Top Arizona Aerospace and
Defense Companies
Arizona is home to more than 1,200 Aerospace and Defense
companies including the following major players, many of
which are located in Mesa:
* Able Aerospace, A
Textron Company
ACSS (Aviation Communication
& Surveillance Systems)
* Aerocast, Inc.
* AeroMaritime America, Inc.
Ascent Aviation Services
Aviage Systems
BAE Systems
* The Boeing Company
Bombardier Aerospace
* CAE Oxford Aviation Academy
* Cessna
* Constant Aviation
Duralar Technologies
* Embraer
* GECO, Inc.
General Dynamics
* Heliponents, Inc.
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ABLE AEROSPACE SERVICES,
A TE X TRON COMPANY

Honeywell Aerospace
* L3 Communications
* Lockheed Martin
* Marsh Aviation
* MD Helicopters
* Nammo Talley
Northrop Grumman
* Orbital ATK
Raytheon
Robertson Fuel Systems
Sargent Aerospace & Defense
Securaplane
* Silverado Cable
Standard Aero
UTC Aerospace Systems
* WireMasters
(* Companies with facilities
in Mesa)

A L L EGI A NT SER V E S 47 LO C ATI O NS FRO M
PH O EN I X- M E SA G AT E WAY A I R P O R T

Mesa’s Airports Host Top Companies and Developments
Mesa boasts two airports: Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport and Falcon Field Airport. Each offers a diverse portfolio of aerospace,
defense, aviation, and other high-tech industries, plus the operations to support those industries such as MRO, cargo,
and R&D activities.
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport
Located in southeast Mesa, Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport is an
attractive alternative to Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.
• Gateway Airport has three long runways, 10,400 ft., 10,200 ft.,
and 9,300 ft. and will accommodate any size aircraft.
• In 2016, Gateway Airport served more than 1.3 million
passengers and by 2030, is projected to serve 10 million
passengers annually.
• Allegiant Air serves passengers through Gateway Airport to
more than 45 locations across the U.S. including San Francisco/
Oakland, Las Vegas, and Cincinnati.
• WestJet provides international service to Edmonton and
Calgary, Canada.
• More than 1,000 acres are available for development in the
Gateway Airport area. Gateway Airport is ideal for maintenance,
repair, and overhaul related companies in addition to
manufacturing operations.
• U.S. Customs are on-site at Gateway Airport, as well as US-VISIT
(a U.S. Customs and Border Protection management system) for
international charters (up to 20 passengers and crew).
• Gateway Airport has an FAA-contract air traffic control tower.
www.gatewayairport.com

Falcon Field Airport
With more than 270,000 operations annually, Falcon Field Airport
consistently ranks among the top five most active general aviation
airports in the U.S.
• More than 700 aircraft are based at Falcon Field Airport.
• Two runways of 5,100 and 3,800 feet accommodate a wide
variety of fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters.
• Falcon Field Airport hosts an FAA air traffic control tower.
• More than 90 on-airport businesses provide aviation services
– fueling, maintenance and repairs, inspections, avionics,
aircraft painting, aircraft interiors, aircraft charters, and rentals
– to support aircraft operations, manufacturing, or research and
development activities.
• Falcon Field Airport is ideal for aircraft components and systems
manufacturing; fixed- and rotor-wing aircraft maintenance,
repair and overhaul uses; aircraft restoration; aircraft testing;
aircraft sales; corporate aviation departments; and
fixed-base operators.
• With helipads and nearby desert areas for practice maneuvers,
Falcon Field Airport is well suited for helicopter operations
and manufacturing.
• More than 60 acres are available on-airport for aviation-related
development with direct runway/taxiway access.
• Six industrial parks with more than 1,000 acres of
industrial-zoned land are located throughout the Falcon District
and provide a wide range of options suitable for nearly
any operation.
www.falconfieldairport.com

“Embraer Executive Jet Services (EEJS) support strategy to serve its existing and new Phenom and Legacy business jet customers
included the deployment of new Embraer Owned Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) Service Centers across North America.
After a series of extensive studies performed to determine the optimum location for the construction of these EEJS MRO centers,
one of the sites retained was Mesa, Arizona. Mesa offers a wonderful hub location for many of our Western United States customers.
Weather is mild and predictable making pilot workload easier on flight planning. Mesa is without a doubt a winning location for one of
Embraer’s Executive Jet Service Centers.”
Jacques Blondeau
VP Maintenance Services World Wide, Embraer Executive Jets
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Talented Workforce at Competitive Wages
• Arizona is a right-to-work state with a low level of unionization.
• Arizona’s workers compensation rates are 82% of the national average.3
• Arizona ranks fourth lowest in the nation for unemployment
insurance tax.4
• The Phoenix-Mesa metro area boasts a skilled, easy-to-attract and
retain workforce.

Business Friendly5
Arizona has a progressive business environment that is
supported locally in the City of Mesa. Recent legislation has
continued to improve the operating environment for business.
A simplified tax system lowers your cost of doing business.

Incentives & Programs2
Programs and incentives for qualifying businesses continue to
attract companies to Mesa.
• Mesa has no primary property tax, resulting in significant savings
for companies when compared to other cities within and
outside Arizona.
• The Military Reuse Zone is located at the Phoenix-Mesa Gateway
Airport and can reduce real and property tax by up to 72.2% for
a period of five years, eliminates county and state sales tax on new
construction, and offers income tax credit for new employees.
• Foreign Trade Zone #221 (FTZ), also located at the PhoenixMesa Gateway Airport, covers more than 2,000 acres and
provides qualifying companies a reduction of real and personal
property tax by as much as 72.2% in perpetuity, as well as other
cost savings.
• The Quality Jobs Tax Credit is a state incentive that provides tax
credits to employers creating a minimum number of net new
quality jobs and making a minimum capital investment in Arizona.
• The Qualified Facility Tax Credit is a state incentive that provides
a refundable tax credit to taxpayers who are expanding or
locating a Qualified Facility in Arizona.
• Additional Depreciation, as part of the Arizona Competitiveness
Package, enhances Arizona’s additional depreciation allowance
for property tax and substantially reduces tax liability for most
personal property devoted to commercial, industrial, and
agricultural uses by reducing the taxable value of such property
during its first five years of use (by increasing the depreciation
factored in determining such value).
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• Corporate and individual income tax rates that are among the
lowest in the nation.
• In 2017, corporate income tax declined from 5.5% to just 4%.
• Arizona has no franchise tax, no business inventory tax, and no
estate tax.
• Arizona has reduced long-term capital gains tax by as much as
25% for property acquired after 2011.
• Businesses with multi-state operations will appreciate a 100%
sales factor income appointment formula.

Unmanned Aerial Technology Taking Off
in Mesa
Arizona serves as a hub for innovations in Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (UAV) and Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) technology.
Four of the state’s prominent universities (University of
Arizona, Arizona State University, Northern Arizona University
and Embry-Riddle University) are engaged in UAS-related
research projects. Several universities and community colleges
offer degrees specific to unmanned aerial systems technology,
including ASU’s and Embry-Riddle University’s campuses
adjacent to the Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport located in
Mesa. In addition, a new private university in Greater Phoenix,
Unmanned Vehicle University, offers workforce development
and master’s and doctoral degree programs related to
Unmanned Aerial Systems.
Mesa companies have a strong foothold in the industry.
Boeing is developing and producing unmanned aerial systems
for both military and commercial application and GECO is
developing and manufacturing unmanned aerial vehicles, as
well as control systems hardware and software.
Mesa is an ideal place for the development, testing, and
manufacturing of unmanned aerial vehicles and systems
because of predictable weather, access to airports and
aviation resources, the local pipeline of UAV/UAS-trained
labor, and the growing cluster of companies in the field.

The East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT) is a public
education system of career training options for East Valley high
school students and adults. EVIT has programs in Aviation,
Culinary Arts, Health Care, Cosmetology, Fashion Design, and
Welding among others. EVIT’s aviation program includes the
following classes:
• Aviation Maintenance
• Ground School and Flight Training
• Systems for Pilots

Education Offers Strong Partnerships
for Business
Mesa is home to 12 institutions of higher education. Many of
these institutions offer specialized training over a broad array of
technologies and aerospace programs.

CAE Oxford Aviation Academy (CAE) is one of the world’s
largest aviation training provider. CAE trains approximately
100,000 crewmembers annually and serves more than 3,400
airlines, aircraft operators, and manufacturers across the globe.
CAE offers a Pilot Training Program at its Mesa campus.

Arizona State University’s Aviation Program offers
comprehensive degrees that combine academic studies with
professional flight and aviation training. Undergraduate and
graduate degree programs include the following:
• Air Traffic Management
• Air Transportation Management
• Unmanned Aerial Systems
• Professional Flight
• Aviation Management
Mesa Community College (MCC) is home to more than 20,000
students annually and offers more than 195 degree and certificate
programs at its two campuses. MCC hosts the Arizona Advanced
Manufacturing Institute (AzAMI) and offers the following associate
degree and certificate programs:
• Automation and Robotics Technology
• Aerospace Manufacturing Technology
• Manufacturing Engineering
• Machinist Apprenticeship
• Electronics Technology
• Electrical/Mechanical Drafting
• Welding Technology
• Additive Manufacturing Processes
Chandler-Gilbert Community College (CGCC) offers the only
FAA-approved community college aviation maintenance and flight
programs in Greater Phoenix. These programs are designed to
meet the aviation industry’s need for well-prepared pilots and
technicians. CGCC provides associate degrees and certificates in
the following programs:
• Aircraft Maintenance Technology
• Airway Science Technology, Flight Emphasis
• Flight Technology
• Powerplant Maintenance

Embry Riddle Aeronautical University is the world’s preeminent university for aviation and aerospace education. Its Mesa
campus provides six associate degree programs, 15 bachelor’s,
19 master’s, two doctoral, and two certificate programs. The
following are just some of the many programs offered at the
Mesa campus.
• Aeronautics
• Aerospace Engineering
• Aviation and Aerospace Sustainability
• Aviation Business Administration
• Aviation Maintenance
• Aviation Security
• Cybersecurity Management and Policy
• Engineering Fundamentals
• Engineering Technology
• Engineering Management
• Homeland Security
• Logistics and Supply Chain Management
• Technical Management
• Unmanned Systems
University of North Dakota and Chandler-Gilbert Community
College (CGCC) have partnered to offer a two-year degree
program at CGCC in Mesa, adjacent to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway
Airport with the option to continue flight training and receive a
four-year aviation degree at the University of North Dakota.
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Empowered to Help Build Your Business
The City of Mesa Office of Economic Development works closely with clients throughout all phases
of the development process and looks forward to helping you build and grow your company in Mesa.

City of Mesa | Office of Economic Development
20 E Main, Suite 200 | PO Box 1466 | Mesa, Arizona 85211-1466
480.644.2398 | econdev.info@mesaaz.gov
MESA A Z.GOV/ECONOMIC
M E S A A E R O S PAC E .C O M
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Stay connected with us:
CityofMesa
MesaEconDev
Groups: City of Mesa Office of Economic Development

