HE ALTHC ARE
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY

Boasting a population of more than 504,000, Mesa, Arizona is the 37th largest city in
the United States and the second largest in the Phoenix-Mesa metro area. Larger than
Miami, Minneapolis, Atlanta, and St. Louis, Mesa covers 138 square miles inside a 21city region with a population of 4.9 million, projected to be 5.4 million by 2026. Smart
companies such as Banner Health, Dexcom, Merz Aesthetics, Auer Precision,
and EyeTech Digital Systems have significant operations in Mesa.
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mesa

Mesa is the ideal place for Auer Precision given
the proximity to the Phoenix metro bio hub and
universities, and the R&D that is occurring in the
area. This is where we feel we can best leverage
our growth and bring together some competing
and complementary technologies that will allow
us to succeed and grow our business.
MICHAEL R. LOLLI
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Since 2001 healthcare employment in Greater
Phoenix has grown 84% compared to 34% nationally.1
Advancing Healthcare and Biosciences
In Arizona, the healthcare/biosciences industry supports 15,596 companies and 354,830 jobs with an average annual salary of $61,222 according
to the Arizona Commerce Authority. Over the next decade the Phoenix-Mesa metro area projected employment growth in healthcare and
biosciences is 30%, compared to 17% nationally. The region is expected to grow nearly 90,000 healthcare jobs in the next decade.2
Moreover, the region is a premier treatment destination and has made $3 billion in strategic investments during the past two years in its
emerging healthcare enterprise and research capabilities.3
The City of Mesa holds a strong healthcare and bioscience position with world-class specialty and general hospitals, higher education
institutions focused on next generation healthcare and applied science, and secondary education programs training students in biotech
and life sciences industries.

Business Assistance
Mesa offers a competitive operating environment compared to other Southwest markets. For more than a decade, the State of Arizona
has implemented reductions in taxes and created incentive programs favorable for business.
•

Arizona’s R&D Refundable Tax Credit allows the taxpayer – small businesses with less than 150 FTEs – to receive up to a 75%
refund on the value of the credit. The Income Tax Credit is for qualified R&D done in Arizona, including research conducted at a
state university and funded by the company.

•

The Small Business Capital Investment Tax Credit Program allows eligible tech-company investors to eliminate capital gains tax
on income derived from investments in small businesses certified by the Arizona Commerce Authority.

•

The Angel Investment Tax Credit provides credits to investors who make capital investments in small businesses certified by
the Arizona Commerce Authority. Renewed in 2021, the program can allocate $10 million back to investors via a tax credit, which
authorizes $2.5 million a year for the next 10 years. Local angel investors who file taxes in Arizona can get up to 35% tax credit
after investing in biotech companies or rural companies, or 30% for all other eligible qualified small businesses.

•

Mesa’s Foreign Trade Zone is one of the most competitive in the nation, and may reduce property taxes by up to 72.9% for
qualifying companies activating in a Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) or Subzone site. Manufacturers enjoy numerous benefits from an
FTZ including relief from inverted tariffs, duty exemption on re-exports, duty elimination on waste, and weekly entry savings.

•

Unlike most other cities in Arizona, Mesa has NO primary property tax on real or personal property, which contributes to even
more affordable business operating costs.

•

Redevelopment Areas: The City of Mesa has four designated redevelopment areas (RDAs): Town Center, Southwest, West, and
East. RDAs make available certain federal funds to be used to enhance neighborhoods and business districts. Activities may
include renovation to buildings, new construction, and neighborhood amenities.

•

GPLET: The Government Property Lease Excise Tax (GPLET), established by the State of Arizona, is a redevelopment tool used
to initiate development by reducing a project’s operating costs by replacing the real property tax with an excise tax.

•

Opportunity Zone: The City of Mesa has 11 federally approved opportunity zones. Mesa’s Opportunity Zones can provide a
variety of tax savings, most notable a permanent exclusion from invested capital gains if the gain is kept in a qualified Opportunity
Zone for 10 years.
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Recent Developments in Healthcare and Biosciences
Banner expands Desert Medical Center Campus
In 2020, the expansion of the tertiary care trauma center was
announced for the Banner Desert Medical Center campus in Mesa
to address growth needs to support the community. The project
includes adding adult acute care patient beds and building a new
women’s tower that will be adjacent to the seven-story Banner
Children’s at Desert pediatric patient tower that opened in 2009.
To meet pressing patient-care capacity needs, existing shelled
space will be built out to bring on 24 adult acute care beds in July
2021. The new women’s tower and other refreshed units are slated
for completion in 2023, and an ICU expansion will be done in the
first quarter of 2024.
The women’s tower will include state-of-the-art services for women
and infants, a new women’s surgical services unit, and other
medical and surgical units to support the growth of the campus,
The Banner Desert project, including 148,800 square feet of new
space and 102,500 square feet of renovated space, will increase
total adult acute beds from 345 to 497. The new tower will create
a women’s centered care program and maximize the proximity
between women’s and children’s services.

Auer Medical Adds 97,000-Square-Foot Production Facility
Also in 2020, Auer Medical expanded it’s presence in Mesa with a
97,000-square-foot production facility bringing its total footprint
in Mesa to more than 200,000 square feet. The $15 million capital
investment will create an additional 100 jobs.
Abrazo Health Opens Microhospital
In 2019, Abrazo Health opened its first of three microhospitals in
Mesa. The hospital has eight inpatient rooms and offers 24-hour
emergency care, surgical procedures with an around-the-clock
emergency physician, and general surgery.
Dignity Health Opens Hospital in Southeast Mesa
In 2018, Dignity Health opened a new general hospital in Mesa’s
Gateway area at Elliot and Ellsworth Roads. The licensed fullservices general hospital has 50 inpatient beds, two operating
rooms, and emergency department, a laboratory, a radiology suite,
and is equipped with the latest clinical and diagnostic equipment.

Dexcom Opens 486,000-Square-Foot Distribution Center
In 2020, Dexcom expanded it’s presence in Mesa by locating a
486,000-square-foot regional distribution center in Mesa’s Gateway
Area. With this expansion, Dexcom now employs more than 1,000
people in Mesa.

Banner Desert Medical Center, in Mesa’s
Fiesta District, is home to one of the nation’s
largest electronic intensive care unit (eICU)
command centers. The program uses earlywarning software and remote monitoring to
provide off-site critical care physicians with
information needed to assist on-site ICU staff.
The 55,000-square-foot Banner Simulation
Medical Center in Mesa, Arizona, is used by
Banner Health to train physicians and nurses
before they treat actual patients. It is one of the
largest simulation centers of its kind in the world
and has elevated medical education efforts in
Arizona to new levels.
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Areas of Opportunity: Leveraging City of Mesa Assets
Companies in the healthcare and bioscience industries have the opportunity in Mesa to capitalize on the region’s growth and the City’s
strong desire for quality economic development. Within a 10-mile radius of Downtown Mesa, the population is projected to reach
1,212,742 in 2025, an increase of 22.3% from the 2010 Census. The City of Mesa is projected to have a population growth rate of 1.4%
from 2020 to 2025, bringing the estimated 2025 population to 551,151, according to ESRI Community Analyst.
LaunchPoint, Mesa’s first technology accelerator
LaunchPoint, opened in December 2013 and is dedicated to helping small tech companies supercharge their growth. Companies have
access to furnished facilities, lab space, experienced business professionals, and an entrepreneurial network to help them gain footing and
grow. www.LaunchPointMesa.com.
Falcon Tech Center: The new premier medical technology location in the Southwest
Arizona is currently home to 384 firms focused on medical equipment, pharmaceuticals, and chemical manufacturing,, and the number of
firms is on the rise. To meet this growing demand, Mesa is in the process of developing the Falcon Tech Center—a hotspot for technology,
medical, and life sciences—in the Falcon District. The City of Mesa is currently seeking qualified partners to develop the Falcon Tech Center,
envisioned as a high-end, campus-like setting where emerging and established medical device companies have the unique advantage of
locating with others in their industry sector. www.MesaFalconTechCenter.com

Mesa’s Growing Medical Device Cluster
In 2017, Dexcom, Inc., a leader in continuous glucose monitoring (CGM) for patients with diabetes, opened a state-of-the-art
manufacturing facility in Mesa to grow its CGM business. The 216,000-square-foot facility houses the company’s global manufacturing
operations and has created more than 900 jobs. Dexcom joins the likes of other cutting-edge medical device companies with operations
or headquarters in Mesa, such as Merz Aesthetics, Auer Precision, Guided Therapy Systems, EyeTech Digital Systems, Ardent Sound, and
PoppyMed. www.MesaMedicalDevice.com

“We are thrilled to locate our new, state-of-the-art manufacturing facility in the Greater
Phoenix area where the healthcare industry isseeing accelerated growth. We chose Mesa
due to the available, talented workforce, in addition to the proximity to our headquarters
in San Diego and our key suppliers. Given our company’s growth, and the growing demand
for continuous glucose monitoring technology, we felt that a significant expansion of our
manufacturing capability in this location was a good strategic fit.”
KEVIN SAYER
PRESIDENT AND CEO
DEXCOM, INC.
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Mesa’s Biomedical Workforce Pipeline
Arizona State University Polytechnic Campus
Arizona State University Polytechnic (ASU Poly) is located on 600
acres adjacent to the Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport in East Mesa.
The Mesa campus is home to thousands of students and more than
91 undergraduate degrees and 37 graduate degrees, including
Applied Biological Sciences degrees and an Exploratory Health and
Life Sciences track. www.asu.edu
ASU Poly assets include state-of-the-art infrastructure, research
capabilities, and students and faculty in key areas.
•

Arizona Center for Algae Technology and Innovation
(AzCATI) serves as a hub for research, testing, and
commercialization of algae-based biofuels, pharmaceuticals,
and nutraceuticals.

•

Del E. Webb Altitude Chamber Lab, used during aerospace
research and training, allows students to experience the
physiological effects of oxygen deprivation.

•

Additive Manufacturing Hub, the Southwest’s largest
additive manufacturing research facility, allows students,
faculty, and industry partners to stay competitive in this
fast-growing industry sector.

Arizona College
Arizona College has been serving the Phoenix-Mesa metro region
for over 20 years with programs in Nursing and Allied Health.
Programs include a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN), Medical
Assisting, Dental Assisting, Massage Therapy, Medical Assistant
with Phlebotomy, Health Information Technician, and Pharmacy
Technician. Most programs can be completed in 30 to 38 weeks
and require a one-month externship at a local healthcare provider.
The BSN program consists of nine semesters. www.arizonacollege.edu
A.T. Still University
Established in 1892, A.T. Still University (ATSU) began as the nation’s
first college of osteopathic medicine and has evolved into a leading
university of health sciences. Today, the University includes two
colleges and four schools on two campuses and online. On the
campus in Mesa, ATSU educates more than 1,900 students through its
Arizona School of Health Sciences, Arizona School of Dentistry & Oral
Health, and School of Osteopathic Medicine in Arizona (ATSU-SOMA).
In 2019, ATSU Arizona campus library launched a tech lab. This space
has three technologies, two involve 3D printing (a 3D scanner and
OsiriX). The third technology is a self-editing station.4 www.atsu.edu
Benedictine University
The Benedictine University at Mesa campus opened
in 2013. The Nutrition major is designed as a future-orientated,
comprehensive, dynamic, and interdisciplinary program. Specialty
courses in assessment, education theory, program evaluation,
group process, environmental nutrition, and health in the aging
population are designed to develop knowledge and skills as a
health educator. www.ben.edu
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Chandler-Gilbert Community College
Chandler-Gilbert Community College (CGCC) serves the higher
education needs of more than 19,000 students at three locations
in the Southeast Valley. Chandler-Gilbert Community College
currently offers 26 programs in Nursing and Health Sciences.
www.cgc.maricopa.edu
East Valley Institute of Technology
Considered a model for career and technical education by the U.S.
Department of Education, the East Valley Institute of Technology
(EVIT) provides training to high school students and adult learners
in more than 50 occupation-specific programs. Healthcarerelated programs include Certified Nursing Assistant, Emergency
Medical Technician, Dental Assistant, Medical Assistant, Surgical
Technologist, Pharmacy Technician, and Physical Therapy Technician.
www.evit.com
Mesa Community College
Mesa Community College (MCC) is the largest of the 10 community
colleges in the Maricopa County Community College District. It
enrolls more than 15,000 full- and part-time students and offers
300 degrees and certificates. MCC is well known for its Nursing
Program, which is part of the Maricopa Community College
District Nursing Program. MCC also provides the Certificate of
Completion (CCL) in Biomedical Equipment Technology program
that introduces students to the technical knowledge and skills
needed for entry level positions troubleshooting, repairing, and
maintaining biomedical equipment used by hospitals, clinics, home
healthcare providers, and medical device manufacturers and repair
companies. www.mesacc.edu
Pima Medical Institute
Pima Medical Institute (PMI) has two locations in Mesa and is also
located in eight states across the nation. PMI offers bachelor’s
degrees in Health Care Administration, Nursing, Physical Therapist
Assistant, Radiologic Sciences, and Respiratory Therapy, and
offers associate degrees in Dental Hygiene, Nursing, Occupational
Therapy, Paramedic, Physical Therapy, Radiography, Respiratory
Therapy, Surgical Technology, Veterinary Medicine, and other
health occupations. www.pmi.edu
Mesa Public Schools Biotechnology Academy
The Biotechnology Academy is a four-year program that
provides freshmen-senior high school students with experience
in biotechnology theory and techniques, and prepares them for
continuing education in biotechnology degree programs or relate
fields. www.mpsaz.org/mesa/departments/biotech

The Phoenix-Mesa metro region’s diverse healthcare and bioscience sector is
rich with opportunity.
Phoenix-Mesa Metropolitan Overview5:

•

CORE Institute

•

272,702 jobs

•

Dexcom, Inc.

•

$66,073 average wage

•

Dignity Health

•

47.1% growth from 2009 to 2019.

Major Regional Assets Include:
•

Adelante Healthcare

•

Ardent Sound

•

Arizona State University BioDesign Institute

•

A.T. Still University

•

Arizona Center for Algae Technology and Innovation (AzCATI)

•

Auer Precision

•

Banner Alzheimer’s Institute

•

Banner MD Anderson Cancer Center

•

Banner Simulation Medical Center

•

Barrow Neurological Institute

•

Cancer Treatment Centers of America

•

EyeTech Digital Systems

•

Heliae

•

International Genomics Consortium (ICG)

•

Mayo Clinic

•

Medtronic

•

Merz Aesthetics

•

St. Jude Medical, Inc.

•

Stryker Sustainability Solutions

•

Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen)

•

University of Arizona College of Medicine – Phoenix

Mesa’s Healthcare Facilities
Mesa is one of the few cities in Maricopa County that offers the continuum of healthcare services, including specialty hospitals in hearthealth, orthopedics, and full-service pediatrics.
Hospital/Medical Facility

Bed Count

Specialties & Features

N/A

Provides sustainable family and internal medicine, pediatrics, women’s health with OB/GYN care, family dental,
and an in-house lab and pharmacy.

www.dignityhealth.org

50

This new three-story, 92,000-square-foot hospital features an emergency room and helipad, and offers inpatient
surgery and diagnostic services.

Banner Baywood Medical Center
www.bannerhealth.com

342

Nationally certified as the East Valley’s only Primary Stroke Center by the Joint Commission for
Primary Stroke Centers.

Banner Desert Medical Center

409

Ranked the 10th Best Hospital in Arizona and recognized for eight specialties including: Diabetes &
Endocrinology, Gastroenterology, Geriatrics, Nephrology, Neurology & Neurosurgery, Pulmonology, and Urology.

www.bannerhealth.com
(Located on Gilbert/Mesa border)

177

All medical/surgical beds are equipped with iCare technology. In addition, the hospital’s 24 Intensive Care beds
are monitored via similar technology that provides remote monitoring by intensive care physicians and nurses.

Banner Heart Hospital
www.bannerhealth.com

111

Recognized as a Top 50 Cardiovascular Hospital and distinction as a nationally accredited Heart Failure Institute
by the Healthcare Accreditation Colloquium.

Banner Children’s at Desert

206

This seven-story, full-service children’s hospital is one of only three in the State of Arizona.

N/A

An undisputed leader in cancer care, this outpatient facility is one of only four in the world that offers extensive
cancer treatment options, including the Bone Marrow Transplant Program.

178

Offers the most advanced medical technology in a resort-like setting with features that include all private rooms,
electronic health records, valet parking, room service, and wireless internet access.

Adelante Healthcare

www.adelantehealthcare.com

Arizona General Hospital

www.bannerhealth.com

Banner Gateway Medical Center

www.bannerhealth.com

MD Anderson Cancer Center
www.bannerhealth.com
(Located on Gilbert/Mesa border)

Mountain Vista Medical Center
www.mvmedicalcenter.com
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Empowered to Help Build Your Business
The City of Mesa Office of Economic Development works closely with clients throughout all phases
of the development process and looks forward to helping you build and grow your company in Mesa.
City of Mesa | Office of Economic Development
20 E. Main St., Suite 200 | PO Box 1466 | Mesa, Arizona 85211-1466
480.644.2398 | econdev.info@mesaaz.gov
SELEC TMESA.COM
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